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Chad 


* Habre Faces Rebel Security Threat From Darfur 


34000315 London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL 
in English 15 Dec 89 pp 6-7 


[Text] A massive vote in the 10 December referendum in 
favour of a new single-party constitution has given 
President Hissein Habre a seven-year mandate as presi- 
dent. But a new rebel army 1s now in formation, the most 
threatening of its kind since 1984. Habre’s relations with 
France are now poor, although France's role has been 
taken over by others. 


The new constitution was masterminded by southern 
former opponents who have rallied to the government ir 
the last five years, the most prominent being Jean 
Bewoyeu Alingue, the favourite for the presidency of tae 
new National Assembly. Alingue, a former ambassador 
to the United States and France. ieturned to Ndjamena 
in 1985. In 1987 his nephew was murdered by the secret 
police, the Direction de la documetnation et de la 
securite (DDS), headed by Habre’s nephew, Kore1 Guini. 


Between 1984 and 1987, under pressure from the gov- 
ernments of France, Cote d'Ivoire, Togo and Gabon, all 
intent on stabilising Chad, Habre negotiated peace with 
some key warlords including Siddick Fadoul, former 
commander of Goukouni Weddeye’s military police. He 
then devoted his attention to the recovery of the Libyan- 
occupied Aozou Strip and the establishment of a 
national army. He was aided throughout by France, Iraq 
and the USA, the latter two motivated by a desire for 
revenge against Colonel Moammar Gadaffi. Iraq gave 
crucial military assistance for the 1987 reconquest of the 
Aozou strip and the spectacular assault on the Maaten 
as-Sarah base in southern Lit,a. The Iragis know 
Maaten as-Sarah well. It was Baghdad which financed 
and built it as a base for training pan-Arab troops against 
Egypt after the Camp David accords. 


For some time France has been doubting its support for 
Habre. The continuing ruthless elimination of his ene- 
mies has disappointed those in Paris who had originally 
hoped he could rebuild Chad. Some excused his assault 
on the south in 1984 on the grounds that it was a 
breeding-ground for Libyan-backed insurgency. But sub- 
sequent pogroms have been more blatant, and notably 
those launched against the Hadjerai in 1987 (AC Vol 28 
No 15) and the Zaghawa in July 1988 following the 
resignation of the Zaghawa leader Hassan Fadoul, 
Habre’s former ambassador to Iraq (AC Vol 30 No 9). 
His brother Siddick Fadoul later died in custody. 


It is now established that the April flight from Chad of the 
two top officers in the army, Colonel Hassan Djamous 
(Siddick Fadoul’s brother-in-law) and Col. Idriss Deby, who 
is Habre’s own brother-in-law, was not the result of a coup 
attempt as was at first supposed but rather of a preemptive 
move. These two had done as much as anyone to put Habre 
in power in 1982. They are both from the Zaghawa tribe, 
one of the two main branches of the Gorane group who 
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dominate the north of Chad. Habre himself is from the 
Anakaza branch of the Goranes. 


Djamous and Deby, alarmed by the assault on the 
Fadoul brothers and on the Zaghawa generally, escaped 
from Ndjamena on | April with a number of followers 
and fought their way to the Sudanese border pursued by 
Habre’s army. Djamous ‘disappeared’ after being cap- 
tured by Habre’s men. Deby, the brilliant soldier who 
was the architect of the stunning victories over Libya in 
1987, is much feared by Habre. Now installed in Darfur, 
Deby is supplied by Libya and has the support of the 
government in Khartoum. He claims to command some 
6,000 troops, composed of deserters from the govern- 
ment army, Hadjerai supporters of the Mouvement de 
salut national tchadien (MOSANAT) of Lieutenant 
Moldom Bada, remnants of the old First Army of 
Mahamat Abba Said, and the bulk of the Conseil 
democrtaique revolutionnaire (CDR) now led by Dr 
Moctar Moussa. The staff headquarters of this allied 
force are at Kutum in Darfur. 


In August, Deby’s forces captured the new Chadian govern- 
ment army chief, Commander in Chief Allafouza Koni 
Worimi. They held him at Bamissi oasis in Darfur, a 
wooded area surrounded by mountains and difficult to 
attack. Nevertheless, Chadian government forces assaulted 
Bamissi last October, thanks to an Iraqi airlift. They recap- 
tured Allafouza (AC Vol 30 No 22), although he was very 
seriously wounded. According to rebel sources, three col- 
umns of southern soldiers from Habre’s army simply 
switched sides. Deby’s men admit to losing two important 
leaders, Adourn Haggar and Mahamat Deleo, Allafouza, 
shot in the head during the battle, is one of 248 government 
wounded taken to France for medical treatment. 


Sudanese President Omer Hassan Ahmed el Beshir con- 
demned this Chadian incursion as illegal and denies the 
presence on its territory of what Habre persists in calling 
the ‘Islamic Legion’. After the June coup in Khartoum, 
Habre hoped to establish good relations through his 
foreign minister Acheikh ibn Oumar. But he has now 
concluded that the current Khartoum government is an 
implacable enemy. Khartoum has signed a secret accord 
with the government of Libya and with Deby. The rebels 
claim to have handed over to Khartoum the body of Col. 
David Ariel, an Israeli military adviser to Habre killed in 
recent fighting. Proof of Israeli involvement will increase 
support for Deby in the Arab world. 


On the other side, Ndjamena now has proof of Libyan 
s“pport for Deby’s forces. U.S. officials have given Habre 
evidence proving the visits to Darfur of senior Libyan 
officials Col. Aboubakar Djaber Massaoud Abdelhafiz and 
Col. Rodwan Saleh. The latter, of Chadian origin and 
married to a cousin of Goukouni, looks after relations with 
Chadian opposition forces based in Libya. 


Both Libyan colonels were members of the commission 
which prepared the Algiers accords of | August 1989 
establishing diplomatic relations between Libya and 
Chad. Officials in Ndjamena are convinced that Libya 
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signed the agreement for one reason alone: to secure the 
return of Libyan soldiers captured by Habre’s forces in 
1986-7. Their number was estimated at the beginning of 
the year by an Organisation of African Unity commis- 
sion at 2,303. Most of these prisoners have been released 
from gaol in return for an agreement to fight as anti- 
Gadaffi ‘contras’ on behalf of the National Front for the 
Salvation of Libya, the opposition group represented in 
Chad by Col. Abdoulgassim Khalifa Haftar. 


The Libyan prisoners are an important source of income for 
Habre. Libya has been paying a considerable sum nominally 
for their upkeep—or perhaps for a guarantee that they will 
not be used—via Kuweit. None of this money gets to the 
‘contras,” who live in very poor conditions. More than 500 
are said to have died of neglect. Instead, the money disap- 
pears into the war-chest of the DDS. 


Habre’s Habit of Losing His Closest Friends Could 
Prove Costly 


In Paris, both the president and the prime minister have 
lost patience with Habre, angered by his failure to 
rebuild the country. Even defence ministry officials scoff 
at the idea that the forces facing Habre in Darfur are 
from Gadaffi’s Islamic Legion. They know very well that 
the Darfur fighters are Chadians, many of them ex- 
Habre supporters. The French defence ministry has 
signalled its displeasure by agreeing to the sale of mili- 
tary aircraft to Libya, now a good friend and customer of 
France. Col. Poncet, commander of the Epervier task 
force in Chad, was recalled to Paris on 19 August after an 
argument with Habre. In the last few months Habre has 
also lost his former army commander Hassan Djamous, 
Interior Minister Brahim Mahamat Itno, and former 
personal military adviser Commandant Galliam. 


Equitorial Guinea 


* Nigeria Seeks To Expand Economic Influence 


34000313 London AFRICAN PREVIEW in English 
Jan 90 p 5 


[Text] January: President Ibrahim Babangida of Nigeria 
pays a State visit to Equatorial Guinea hoping to heal the 
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wound of mistrust between Lagos and the tiny island 
neighbor. Relations between the two countries became 
tense in May last year with reports of clandestine pur- 
chases by South Africa of Nigerian crude oil through 
Malabo and the expansion of the Malabo International 
Airport and other projects being initiated in Equatorial 
Guinea by the South African regime. It is believed that 
South Africa bought its presence in President Obiang 
Nguema’s economically ruined nation with a very attrac- 
tive package of economic aid. 


To dislodge the South African influence, Nigeria has 
grappled with the difficult choice of either annexing the 
tiny island nation—a choice favored by many Nigeri- 
ans—or Stepping up diplomatic pressure and economic 
aid. The government appears to have opted for a stick 
and carrot approach which eventually paid off in May 
last year when Nguema reportedly expelled them. 


Under favorable terms, Nigeria may gladly export her 
excess labor force to help Nguema’s ailing economy. 
Already, Malabo is a beneficiary of Nigeria’s technical 
Aids Corp, a scheme that provides skilled labor for needy 
countries. Apart from a number of projects initiated by 
Nigeria to boost education, health and the agricultural 
sectors, Nigerian industrialists are being encouraged to 
invest in small « ale ventures especially in plastic, soap 
manufacturing, |. .e] and tourism. 


President Babangida may probably commission a 
N1.8m international school financed from Lagos. The 
visit comes only a few months after Nigeria opened a 
N10m credit line to Equatorial Guinea. Nigeria’s aia has 
not however helped to discount reports of the lingering 
South African presence in Malabo. Such double dealing 
is likely to be heatedly discussed. 


President Babangida will continue to exploit the ‘old 
boy’ links to win a concrete pledge of peaceful co- 
existence without the worry of apartheid machinery 
being installed on his doorstep. Both Babangida and the 
malabo leader, Nguema were students at the Nigeria 
Defence Academy in Kaduna. This bond of friendship 
may prove vital in the diplomatic maneuvers. But it does 
not appease Nigerians who call for the annexation 
because they find it unacceptable that the country con- 
tinues to shower gifts on a “clearly unfaithful bride.” 


FBIS-AFR-90-015-S 
23 January 1990 


* Key Figures of Pan-Africanist Movement Viewed 


34000311B Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 8-14 Dec 89 p 11 


[Article by Cassandra Moodley: “A “Who's Who’ of the 
New Africanist Leaders”’] 


[Text] The Pan Africanist Movement [PAM]’s 16- 
member executive committee, elected last weekend, 
includes activists in the labour movement, former 
Robben Island prisoners, and former Pan Africanist 
Congress [PAC] members. 


Jeff Masemola, the PAC leader recently released from 
Robben Island, and PAC president Zeph Mothopeng. 
however, are not PAM members. 


Masemola has yet to apply for membership and Moth- 
openg is already head of an Africanist structure, say 
PAM representatives. 


PAM is the first liberation movement in South Africa to 
have a president living in a homeland during his term of 
office. 


The president, Clarence Makwethe, was born in the 
Comababa district in Transkei and has a long history of 
political involvement. 


He was a member of the African National Congress 
[ANC] Youth League, holding the position of assistant 
branch secretary. 


Makwethe supported the Africanist position within the 
Youth League and left the organisation when the PAC 
was formed. 


He was the first PAC president of the Western Cape 
region and was in the frontline of the 1960 Sharpeville 
anti-pass march organised by the Africanist organisa- 
tion, which had been banned by then. 


He was sentenced to eight years imprisonment on 
Robben island in 1968 on a charge of furthering the aims 
of a banned organisation. After his release he returned to 
the Transkei, where he took up farming. 


The general-secretary, or administrative head of the 
PAM, is Benny Alexander who has been the organisa- 
tion’s front-man in the weeks leading to the official! 
launch. 


Alexander, a son of “working class” parents, hails from 
Kimberley. 


He traces his belief in the Africanist ideology to the days 
when he saw Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe, the founder 
member of the PAC, walk the streets of Kimberley and 
noted how “white people feared him.”’ 


But it was when he arrived in Johannesburg in 1982 that 
he became more familiar with the Africanist philoso- 
phy—it was the first political movement he “joined with 
his heart.” 
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Alexander was seconded to assist Mothopeng on his trip 
abroad earlier this year and has since assisted the PAC 
president at press conferences and public appearances. 


Alexander's move to Johannesburg also heralded his 
entry into the world of trade unionism. While working at 
a pharmaceutical company in Wynberg he became a 
shop steward and was a founder member of the Black 
Health and Allied Workers Union, an independent 
union, and co-ordinated many health workers’ strikes. 


Alexander joined the law unit of the South African Black 
Municipal and Allied Workers Union in 1986. 


During these years Alexander was also instrumental in 
organising the formation of the Pan Africanist Organisation. 


Together with the present assistant general-secretary of 
the National Council of Trade Unions, Cunningham 
Ngcukana, and another Africanist activist “General” 
Maandela, Alexander travelled around the country 
talking to workers about the need for an Africanist 
Structure 


This led to the first consultative conference of African- 
ists in January |988, where PAM’s launch was discussed 
and a national committee of four elected to guide Afri- 
canist affairs. Alexander was one of the four. 


At present Alexander is helping in the law unit of the Steel 
Engineering and Allied Workers Union of South Africa until 
the end of the month, when he will assume the full-time 
position of general-secretary of the Nactu [National Council 
of Trade Unions] affiliated organisation. 


Nactu’s Ngcukana was also in the vanguard of PAM’s 
launch and sat on the |2-man interim executive com- 
mittee as secretary. 


However, he said he would not take any official position 
in the organisation while he held his position in Nactu. 
This did not mean he would “abandon his Africanist 
principles and obligations,” he added. 


Commenting on the presence of Nactu banners at the 
launch, he said: “Na u considers PAM to be an ally, as 
it would consider any other organisation in the liberation 
movement—it does not mean that Nactu is an affiliate of 
PAM.” 


Some of PAM’s leaders have also spent lengthy terms on 
Robben Island. 


The assistant general-secretary Philmon Tefu, vice- 
chairman of the interim committee, received a life 
sentence in 1963 for being a member of a banned 
organisation following the mass arrests of PAC leaders 
during that year. He spent 22 years in jail. 


Tefu joined the organisation in 1961! after it was banned 
and at the time of his arrest was chairman of the Mamelodi 
branch. He said he could identify with the PAC principles 
of the land belonging to the African people. 
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He was released in 1985 after renouncing violence, 
foliowing State President P.W. Botha’s offer of condi- 
tional release. The PAC leaders decided it was up to the 
individual to make this decision. 


Publicity secretary Benny Moetla, was release from 
Robben Island in June this year, after completing his 
second prison sentence. 


In 1963 he was sentenced, with Tefu, for sabotage. Once 
again, in 1979, Moetla found himiself on the island for 
his alleged involvement in the PA(C. 


He is also the acting general-secretary of the United 
Association of Motor and Allied Workers Union. a 
Nactu affiliate. 


The national organiser of the new body, Walter Tshikila, 
was also a Robben island prisoner and was released with 
ANC leader Govan Mbeki. Secretary of political affairs 
Mpolose Mangquangwana also served 18 years on the 
island. 


Other executive committee members who are also 
involved in the labour ,novement include labour secre- 
tary Manele Samela, a South African Chemical Workers 
Union organiser, and Phillip Dklamini of Sabmawu. 


The remaining executive committee members are: trea- 
surer Mike Matsobane; secretary for education Mahlubi 
Mbanda; cultural secretary Mopolusi Morokong; Lesley 
Ntuli (sports); Patric de Lille (foreign affairs); Nana 
Moabi (health); Joyce Sedibe, projects and development 
secretary; and Bathembu Lugulwane, secretary for relief 
projects. 


Africanists Ready for ‘90s 


The Pan Africanist Movement was ready for the 1990s 
Pan Africanist Congress chairman, Zeph Mothopeng, 
told 1,000 supporters he addressed at the movement's 
launch last weekend at Nasrec in Johannesburg. 


But PAM representatives did not want to speculate on 
their national membership this week, saying this would 
be determined after local branch congresses had been 
held. 


PAM general-secretary Benny Alexander said the organ- 
isation was “seriously organising” in rural areas and the 
bantustans. 


“With the establishment of the homelands, a system of 
feudalism has resumed and we can once again talk of a 
peasant problem.” 


PAM rejected calls for talks with the government, saying 
the organisation saw the “current euphoria about nego- 
tiations as a result of the international policy of rap- 
prochement by superpowers (caused by) Russian eco- 
nomic reconstruction.” 


“The consequence of this on the African National Con- 
gress means dramatic cuts on military and material 
support and the fading prospect of a successful armed 
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struggle. They must negotiate to survive and have to do 
so without loosing face,” PAM said. 


PAM said South African society was the result of settler 
colonialism and that the struggle would be for national 
self-determination, liberation and social emancipation. 


“The question of ownership of resources is the cause of 
conflict—the regime is far from agreeing on this and thus 
there is no room for negotiations and the struggle should 
continue,” Alexander said. 


In line with its emphasis on the “African working class” 
PAM committed itself to the formation of a single 
workers’ federation in South Africa and principled unity 
with “liberatory organisations” internationally and 
locally. 


However, it resolved to stay away from tomorrow's Con- 
ference for a Democratic Future, a meeting that aims to 
draw organisations from all ideological tendencies. 


PAM praised the South African Council on Sport for its 
non-sectarian, anti-apartheid stance and pledged its sup- 
port for the body, especially its disassociation from the 
South African Non-Racial Olympic Committee. 


PAM said it would also be calling a special conference 
with cultural organisations in order to clarify the guide- 
lines on a cultural boycott. 


Sanctions and the total isolation of South Africa was also 
endorsed by the inaugural meeting. 


* Viability of Ciskei Homeland Questioned 


340003114 Johanneshure THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 8-14 Dec 89 p 7 


[Article by Eddie Koch and Louise Flanagan: “Happy 
Birthday? Not Even the President-for-Life Cared”] 


[Text] This year there was none of the pomp and 
ceremony that normally takes place around the bronze 
feet of Lennox Sebe’s statue at Ciskei’s national shrine, 
Intaba kaNdoda—The Mountain of the Man, on the 
anniversary of the “homeland’s” independence. 


The president-for-life commemorated the occasion at 
the weekend with sullen disinterest. He made no grand 
public appearances, sending instead a group of emis- 
saries into Ciskei’s scattered villages to read a low-key 
statement about how much his government had achieved 
in the past eight years. 


The contrast with the spirit among the people from the 
village of Nkqgonkqwen: who sang and danced with joy at 
the news, on the eve of uhuru day, that they would no 
longer have to jive under Sebe’s tutelage could hardly 
have been greater. 


It was as if both the president and his subjects could 
sense the small victory won by this band of resilient men, 
women and children marked the beginning of the end for 
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the artificial agglomeration of poverty-stricken villages, 
presidential palaces and police stations that Sebe calls 
his “nation.” 


The Ciskei is unique among South Africa’s “homelands” 
in that its existence has no Dasis in any ethnic or 
linguistic reality. It has an actua! population of 650,000 
and a population density of 126 per square kilometre— 
the most congested of all the “homelands.” 


The territory, separated from Transkei by a wedge of 
“white land’ running from East Londen on the coast 
through King William's Tow and inland to Queen- 
stown, was originally a disj,arate collection of native 
reserves interspersed by whi\ ¢ towns and farmland. 


To create some geographical wxity for the “homeland,” 
Pretoria has had to embark on a programme of social 
engineering. Under a programme to “consolidate the 
Ciskei,” still underway, the government either incorpo- 
rated numerous pieces of land or relocated communities 
from the white corridor into resettlement camps. 


Ciskei possesses the most congested and poverty- 
stricken resettlement camps in South Africa. At least 
160,000 of its population has been there for less than 10 
years and there is an average influx of about 15,000 
people a yzar. In order to present this agglomeration of 
relocated communities as a separate “nation,” Sebe has 
been forced to create a wholly artificial ethnicity for 
* Ciskeians.” 


The result is an endless string of bizarre parodies. 


At the Ciskei independence celebrations eight years ago 
the soldier in charge of hoisting the nation’s new flag was 
drunk anc the mast fell over. The ceremony could 
continue only after members of the South Ajrican 
Defence Force set things right. 


Sebe has invented a royal lineage for himself saying he is 
a descendant of a certain Chief Tyarha. Of this chief 
ethnologists can find no history: Sebe’s brother, Charles, 
has declared that the president is literally a bastard. 


Undeterred, Sebe set out to find a tribe for himself and 
in 1984 declared the Ndevana area to be the traditional 
territory for his false chiefdom. By a grim irony it is in 
fact a poverty-stricken resettlement area for more than 
50,000 people. Sebe visited thes> subjects only once 
during his first three years as its chief. 


The Intaba kaNdoda shrine, built at the cost of nearly 
Ri-million, is the central feature of Sebe’s Ciskeian 
nationalismn. The president, who conceived the idea of 
building it after a visit to Mount Masada in Israel in 
1977, says the place is the site of the last stand by Xhosa 
warriors against Britain’s colonial armies. The battlefield 
is in reality not even within the borders of Ciskei. 


The administrative capital of Ciskei at Bisho is made up 
of two presidential palaces, a series of smaller palatial 
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homes for his ministers and bureaucrats, a vast office 
block for his civil service and a new headquarters for the 
Ciskei security police. 


It was built in the early 1980s at a total cost of R158- 
million after Sebe told the contractors: “Ciskeians regard 
the establishment of the capital as a sacred activity and 
there can be no talk of this or that costing too much, or 
cutting down on this or that item to bring cost within 
budget.” 


Despite the magnificent facilities in Bisho, South 
Africa’s ambassador to the new nation prefers to have his 
offices outside the country in white King William’s 
Town. “He said we must go and live in that place while 
he does not even want to do his work in there,” said a 
woman who sits on the Peelton residents’ committee. 


The subsidies from Pretoria are not enough to finance 
Sebe’s extravagant administration. Nor is the revenue 
from the Ciskei’s industrial investment scheme. Outside 
entrepreneurs, who are promised a haven of labour 
stability free of trade unions, have 90 percent of their 
wage bill paid by the Ciske1 Development Corporation 
and are exempt from paying company tax. 


So it is to his newly acquired subjects that Sebe looks for 
the money to bankroll his new nation and Ciskeians are 
perhaps the most taxed people on earth. 


“Every person must pay R20 for development tax and 
then there is the ‘snoop fee’ of R5 a year to pay for 
membership of the Ciskei National Independence 
Party,” says a fieldworker for the Grahamstown Rural 
Committee. “Intaba kaNdoda was built out of a special 
levy and whenever there is a ceremony there we must pay 
ior it with another tax. After Transkei invaded we had to 
pay a ‘security tax’ of R30 and there is the Nontsapho tax 
(named after Sebe’s wife) for a charity trust which we 
don’t see much of in this place.” 


To pre-empt resistance to these crushing taxes, Sebe has 
built the most repressive security apparatuses in all of 
the “homelands.” Large areas of the.country are ruled 
under a State of Emergency, trade unions are outlawed 
and their organisers viciously hounded out of the 
country. 


These factors explain why the territory has a history of 
entire communities literally packing up their belongings 
and walking back into South Africa. 


They underly the resistance that exists in resettlement 
camps like Thornhill and the industrial estate at Dimbaza 
where clandestine youth groups and civic organisations 
were growing long before Pretoria’s decision to restore 
South African citizenship to the people of Peelton. 


Other “black spots” such as Mgwali, Wartburg, Kwelera 
and Mooiplaas won the right to remain in South Africa 
after a long fight against incorporation. 


Now those communities that have already been ceded to 
the Sebe regime are closely watching the outcome of the 
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struggle by the people of Nkqonkqweni. Many of them 
are planning similar walkouts. Given the Peelton prece- 
dent, Pretoria will hardly be able to deny their demand 
for a restoratic> of citizenship. The fragmentation of 
Sebe’s shorilived empire has already been set in motion. 


Unlike Transkei, where corrupt rulers have been 
replaced by the more efficient administration of Major- 
General Bantu Holomisa, Sebe has eliminated anyone 
who could iead a movement of nationa! renewal. 


There are signs that Pretoria has recognised the futility 
of the trying to build a false nation in Ciskei. Recently 
government officials, perturbed by the corruption and 
waste of revenue there, have begun to speak of replacing 
the “homeland’s” government with some form of 
regional administration in a reunited South Africa. 


That may be why Sebe, in the same mood of sullen 
defiance that marked his independence celebrations, last 
week had South Africa’s deputy foreign minister and 
ambassador to the Ciskei unceremoniously bundled out 
of the territory when they tried to visit the village of 
Peelton. 


* First Experimental Space Satellite Developed 


34000293A Cape Town THE ARGUS in English 
8 Dec 89 p 1 


{Article by Sharon Sorour: “First S. African Space Sat- 
ellite Takes Shape”’] 


[Text] South Africa’s first experimental satellite may be 
orbiting in space before the end of 1991. 
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A joint R5-million venture by Stellenbosch University’s 
Bureau for Systems Engineering (BSE) and the Univer- 
sity of Cape Town's electronic engineering departm¢ nt, 
to launch a small satellite capable of demonstrating 
speech-and-data communication over long distancrs, is 
in the pipeline. 


The project aims to advance space technology in South 
Africa and stimulate activity in this field, according to 
Dr Pieter de Villiers of the BSE 


“This satellite 1s an experimental means to an end. We 
plan to mobilise parties with the applicable know-how in 
a shared endeavour,” he said. 


It will be financed through contributions made by com- 
panies planning to get involved in the commercial 
exploitation of the satellite. 


“A solid but unco-ordinated technological base already 
exists and this project can demonstrate and expand the 
possibilities.” he said. 


The system comprises the satellite and two ground 
stations. The cylindrical satellite will measure half a 
metre in height and diameter and weigh 40kg. 


The main ground station will be at the BSE, where 
telemetry data will be received, displayed, recorded and 
analysed. 


The second ground station at the Satellite Application 
Centre at Hartbeeshock will be used to track the satellite 
and determine its orbit. 


“Kadio frequencies will be used for transmission and 
this will enable the amateur radio Community to join in 
the experiment with the minimum capital outlay,” Dr 
De Villiers said. 


A suitable launch pad will have to de identified. 
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Angola 


* SADF Officer Reveals Savimbi Trade in Ivory 


34000284 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 1-7 Dec 89 p 8 


{Article by Eddie Koch] 


[Text] A senior South African Defence Force officer this 
week told the WEEKLY MAIL he had evidence that 
UNITA [Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
rebels in Angola massacred thousands of elephants and 
sold their tusks to bankroll the rebel movement's war 
effort in Angola. 


Colonel Jan Breytenbach, who played a prominent role 
in SADF [South African Defense Force] operations in 
Angola, says UNITA hunted down elepha..is in the 
Cuando Cubango region in the south east of the country 
with automatic rifles to pay for war materiel. 


The bulk of UNITA’s equipment came from South 
Africa. Breytenbach says he received reports that the 
SADF established a front company, called Interframa 
Trading, to transport large quantities of ivory out of 
Angola through Namibia and into South Africa. 


The colonel, who is now retired, says UNITA leader 
Jonixs Savimbi kept a game area in the Luiana region, 
north of his Jamba headquarters, where journalists were 
taken to create the impression that the rebels did not 
poach wildlife. 


Breytenbach says Savimbi used the area as a private 
game reserve where “influential” friends from overseas 
and South Africa were entertained and taken on hunting 
safaris. He dec ined to name these guests. 


But Democratic Party MP [Member of Parliament] 
Rupert Lorimer, who has had extensive contact with 
Breytenbach, says he will use the next session of parlia- 
ment to ask of Defence Minister Magnus Malan and 
former State President P.W. Botha went on hunting trips 
in Angola organized by Savimbi. 


Breytenbach has supplied the names of officers in the 
SADF who have more details about the alleged safaris 
into Angola by Botha and Malan. 


The officer's claims contradict the findings of a military 
board of inquiry into earlier reports that up to 100,000 
elephants were slaughtered to pay for South Africa's 
military aid to UNITA. He says he complained at the 
highest levels of the army at the time but nothing had 
been done to stop the slaughter. He also informed a 
senior SADF general about the matter and wrote to 
Malan. 


“| want to stress that I have no ulterior motive in making 
this information public. My biggest worry is the fact *he 
elephants are dygng out. | just want them to stop shooting 
the bloody animals.” 
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Breytenbach, brother of poet Breyten Breytenbach, 
founded the SADF’s 32 Battalion (made up of merce- 
naries) and served as commander of the 44 Parachute 
Brigade, both of which did active service in Angola. 


He told the WEEKLY MAIL that an earlier report, 
published in the SUNDAY TIMES, about UNITAs 
involvement in the illicit ivory trade was accurate. 


“| operated extensively in the Cuando Cubango before it 
became a theater of war and also after UNITA’s massive 
extermination campaign had turned it into a sterile, 
lifeless green desert,” says Breytenbach. 


“Elephants were mown down indiscriminately by the 
tearing rattle of automatic fire from AK-47 rifles and 
machine guns. They shot everything... bulls, cows and 
calves, showing no mercy in a campaign of extermina- 
tion never seen before in Southern Africa.” 


Asked to comment on Breytenbach’s allegations, SADF 
director of public relations Commandant A.H. Louw 
referred the WEEKLY MAIL to the report of a military 
board of inquiry into earlier claims that the military 
colluded in the killing of up to 100,000 elephant in 
Angola. 


“Interframa Trading was used by the SADF to deliver 
supplies to UNITA. This assistance to UNITA 1s 
common knowledge,” Louw said. 


The board, headed by Brigadier Ben de Wet Roos, 
cleared the SADF of any involvement in the killings but 
found that small quantities of ivory, that it said had been 
captured by UNITA from poachers, were transported by 
air out of Angola by the SADF on behalf of UNITA. 


The board, which said it had travelled thousands of 
kilometers and interviewed scores of witnesses, reported 
that there was no evidence to justify action being taken 
against SADF officers. 


But Breytenbach’s testimony, the first to come from 
withir. the ranks of the SADF, suggests the inquiry, at the 
very least, was not thorough enough. 


Last month the London-basx d Environmental Investiga- 
tions Agency (EIA) Presented a report to the congress of 
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES) which said: 


“UNITA spokesmen such as Jonas Savimbi confirmed 
that UNITA useJ ivory to pay South Africa for military 
assistance. Another spokesman told an American 
reporter in 1988 that UNITA earned US$1-million from 
ivory sales the year before.” 


Last year a consortium of environmental organizations 
in the United States, headed by Craig van Note, said in 
evidence to the American congress that thousands of 
elephants had been killed by UNITA to pay for the 
rebellion against the MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] government. 
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Van Note said the slaughter had wiped what were once 
Africa’s largest herds of elephant. 


The mutitary boani responded by saying: “Small quanti- 
ties of ivory, captu:ed by UNITA from poachers and 
others in Angola, were transported by the SADF on 
behalf of UNITA over an 18-month period from mid- 
1978 to the end of 1979... 


“The board found that the amount of ivory transported 
over this period was less than 0,25 percent of the amount 
which Mr Van Note claimed.” 


Breytenbach’s allegations came at the same time as news 
that two men have jumped bail and fle i the country after 
bein: caught with a load of tusks from some 500 ele- 
phants in the back of a truck owned by Joaquim da Silva 
Augusto, a businessman with close UNITA contacts. 


Augusto owns a number of warehouses in Rundu on the 
Namubia/Angola border and a business that supplies 
UNITA with provisions and foodstuff. 


In October this year a light aircraft owned by Augusto 
crashed near Jamba, ) NITA’s headquarters in southern 
Angola. At the time Lorimer, environment representa- 
tive for the Democratic Party, said he had positive 
evidence the plane contained a load of ivory. 


Speculation in Windhoek now suggests that the escape of 
Augusto’s two employees has come as a relief to police 
authorities in the former South African colony and that the 
pair may have received assistance to flee the territory. 


Colonel Johan Meintjies, in charge of the case, con- 
firmed that only three of Augusto’s men appeared in 
court this week to face charges. He said he had no 
knowledge of reports that the other tow had been encour- 


aged to jump bail. 


Last year, at a time when relations between UNITA and 
South Africa were strained, Savimbi himself said in an 
interview with the French magazine, JEUNE 
AFRIQUE, that he paid Pretoria for its military aid with 
ivory and valuable hardwoods. 


Later, after a visit to South Africa, Savimbi denied that 
he had made these claims. But JEUNE AFRIQUE stood 
by its report. 


This was followed by an operation in which American 
undercover agents arrested a promineni rhino-horn 
smuggler and identified senior SADF personnel as being 
involved im smuggling rhino horn from Namibia and 
Angola into the United States. 


The 10-month investigation led an American attorney- 
general to conclude thai SADF members had been 
actively engaged in the killing and smuggling of endan- 
gered species and made an official request for the extra- 
dition of the SADF men, Major Marius Meiring and 
Sergeant Major Waldemar Schutte, so they could stand 
trial in the US. 
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“Reports received by the Fish and Wildlife Service 
during the past year indicate that members of the SADF 
on duty in Angola and Namubia have been actively 
engaged in the killing and smuggling of wildlife species— 
including rhinos and elephants—for persona! g2in and 
profits,” the attorney-general’s report says. 


South Africa has not yet complied with the extradition 
request. General Jannie Geldenhuys, chief od the SADF. 
said in May that the two men were still under investigation 
by the South West Africa Police and that “this matter will 
be resolved through the normal legal process”. 


But Colonel Meintyies this week told the WEEKLY 
MAIL that there had been no progress in the investiga- 
tion into the allegatvons against Meiring and Schutte. 


Comoros 


* RSA Role With Presidential Guard Discussed 


Q0EFO156A Port Louis S-PLUS in French 
8-14 Dec 89 p 7 


{Report on interview with Bruce Knoefel, South African 
consul at Reunion, by Bernard Grollier, “South Africa: 
Clean Hands”; date and place not given; first paragraph 
is 5-PLUS introduction} 


[Text] By officially announcing suspension of its finan- 
cial aid to the Comoros as of last Monday. [the Republic 
of] South Africa [RSA] caught by surprise international 
opinion that ofien viewed Pretoria as the principal 
support of Bob Denard and his mercenaries. In the 
interview granted to us, Bruce Knoefel, consul of the 
Republic of South Africa at Reunion, admitted that 
funds coming from his country could have served to pay, 
indirectly, the Presidential Guard [PG] of President 
Abdallah. Mainly, he sends the ball into France's court: 
It 1s now up to Paris to enter the scene and resolve the 
Moroni imbroglio. South Africa has washed its hands of 
the affair by cutting off food supplies to the Comoros 
and to Bob Denard. 


{[Grollier] Did your country support, as people say, the 
Presidential Guard in the Comores, lead by Bob 
Denard? 


[Knoefel] All the agreements we had with Comoros were 
made with the president. They were agreements con- 
cerning help for the hospital evacuation of patients, for 
special agricultural research, for construction, for invest- 
ments in hotels... There also war assistance for the 
security of President Abdallah, but he used it as he 
wished. 


[Grolher] Was your assistance disinterested or did it 
reflect a strategic concern? 


[Knoefel] What strategic interests? Comoros represents a 
Strategic interest very much more for Europe, and its 
petroleum route, than for South Africa. Furthermore. the 
country 18 So small that it has no great economic interest 
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for us. Our programs there were only development 
programs for the Comoros. Yet, wherever something 
unpleasant happens. people see South Africa's influence, 
and that was the case with Bob Denard and his merce- 
naries. 


{[Grollier] People have referred to the role of the DMI, 
the South African military intelligence services. in 
Abdallah’s assassination.... 


[Knoefel] That is ridiculous, because it 1s really not the 
time for those in South Africa to do that! It is not 
impossible that Bob Denard may have had contacts with 
our intelligence services, but what could be more nat- 
ural? Intelligence works with contacts, and there must 
have been quite a few secret services. 


[Grother] However, you knew that by giving assistance 
to the Comoros you were at the same time financing the 
Presidential Guard.... 


[Knoefel] First of all, it is France, as well as Abdallah, who 
called in all those people. But for some years we have had 
a problem: all our plans were presented as actions of the 
Presidential Guard. We were concerned about how mat- 
ters were developing. Bob Denard controlled everything 
there. He involved himself in our hotel projects. For 
example, he created a security company to protect our 
buildings. More and more, we found it necessary to find a 
way, and the means. 2o part with the P.G. 


[Grollher] Could Bob Denard and his men possibly find 
a way out through your country” 


[Knoefel] First of all, matters must calm down. South 
Africa will not be the one to welcome them if they are too 
bumptious. 


[Grollier] Is it possible for there to be joint action 
between South Africa and France in order to make 
Denard leave the Comoros? 


[Knoefel] It 1s indispensable. 


Mauritius 


* Some FAO Aid Considered for Eastern Europe 


QOE F0148A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
30 Nov 89 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Jacques David: “The Couniry Victim of Its 
Economic Success: FAO, Food and Agriculture Organi- 
zation, Aid to Mauritius Would Be Reauced by Half To 
Benefit East European Countries” 


[Text] Could current events in Eastern Europe and the 
advent of Europe 92 have disastrous coasequences for 
Mauritius? Certain circles are raising the question, 
pointing to the decision that the FAO might make: this 
morning, through one of its representatives currently in 
Mauritius, Mr Jacques Lepissier, the FAO gave to under- 
Stand that, at recent meetings of European FAO member 
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countries, the question was raised of redirecting to East 
European countries part of the aid budget intended for 
Mauritius. 

The minister of econom:c planning and development, 
Dr B. Ghurburrun, reacted sharply to the idea of a 
diversion to East European countries of the budget 
intended for Mauritius; he also asked Mr Lepissier 
whether the FAO could make an effort with respect to 
technical assisiance. The FAC’ representative pointed 
out that Mauritius itself possesses a vast potential and 
sends many experts to other countries in the region and 
to some African countries. Mr Lepissier asked the min- 
ister to submit Mauritius’s priorities, adding that he 
would arrange to discuss the whole question with the 
FAQ management. 


Minister Ghurburrun -nsisted on knowing what the FAO 
would do in the immedia’e future, so the Mauritian 
Government would be advised of the European decision 
and would know whether it should find other sources of 
financing, especially for the food and agricultural aid. 
The projects already submitted to the FAO include the 
creation of a botanical garden in Rodrigues, the premo- 
tion of honey production, ocean fishing, offshore shrimp 
farming. and erosion control on Rodrigues. 


In the impending struggle between Third World coun- 
tries and the Europe of 1992, Mr Daniel Arap Moi, 
president of Kenya, speaking at an international press 
conference last week, asked African and Third World 
countries to stick together to face the danger looming on 
the horizon, namely, that all the aid that until! now was 
intended for Africa might be diveried to East European 
countries. “Vithin the next few years, President Arap Moi 
Stated the situation will become extremely difficult. 
Actually, Mauritius 1s now facing a first move by the 
FAQ. Note that Mavitius’s per capita income amounts 
to 2,000 rupees and that the World Bank classifies us 
among intermediate-income countries, which puts us in 
a situation tha: some Europeans say 1s privileged, con- 
sidering the development and economic success we have 
experienced in recent years. 


* PM Defends ADSU Against ‘Harsh’ Criticism 


QOEF0148B Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
20 Dec 89 p 4 


{Article by Raj Gowrea: “Drug: “We Are Far From the 
Situation Which Prevailed in the Past.’ SAJ, Sir Anerood 
Jugnauth, Stated; The Prime Minister Praised ADSU 
Whose Fight Against Drug Dealers, He Said, Has Been 
Exemplary”: passages within slantlines published in 
English] 


[Text] Yesterday, during the ministers’ statements, the 
Parliament took note tha:, according to police reports, 
Siddick Kramutally, alias Ti-Monstre [little monster} 
(whose brothe~ Ibrahim Kramutally, alias Tafazul, died of 
a drug overdose), was known to de the kingpin of a drug 
cartel and had been convicted twice for drug-related 
offenses. The statement was made by the prime minister, 
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sir Anerood Jugnauth, answering allegations made last 
Friday by deputy Virahsawmy against the antidrug and 
antismuggling unit (ADSU). 


Deputy Virahsawmy’s allegations were (1) that ADSU 
members do not destroy the drugs found during suc- 
cessful searches but put them back on the market; (2) 
that some ADSU members seem to turn a blind eye to 
drug dealers’ activities in return for protection; (3) that 
some ADSU members take bribes; (4) that some ADSU 
members at the Plaisance airport are in collusion with 
narcotics dealers; and (5) that sniffing dogs are not used 
to hunt drug dealers. 


Right away, Sir Anerood Jugnauth called deputy Virah- 
sawmy’s allegations ‘/wild, baseless, malicious/”. He 
said that all parliament members should check their 
information before getting bogged down in allegations, 
which amounted to saying straighiaway that deputy 
Virahsawmy did not bother to do so. 


According to the prime minister, the ADSU has engaged 
with loyalty and exemplary dedication into a tireless and 
unrelenting struggle against drug proliferation, so that 
we are now far from the situation that prevailed in the 
past. 


Reviewing the ADSU operational parameter, the prime 
minister said that all drug seizures are officially 
recorded. The police records a statement from the person 
on whom the drug was found, as well as full details as to 
the quantity and nature of the narcotics. The drug is then 
put under seals in the presence of the prisoner who is also 
asked to sign the envelope, which remains sealed until 
the exhibit is introduced at the trial. 


When the individual appears in court. the sealed enve- 
lope is produced independently, whether he is found 
guilty or not, and the drug seized is handed over to the 
court for safekeeping. It is never returned to the police. 
When gandia 1s seized, the prime minister said, if the 
guilty parties are not known, the plants are destroyed the 
same day by an officer, in the presence of other offcers, 
who also make official entries to that effect. 


The ADSU squad’s crusade against drug dealers is 
acknowledged by all, based on their performance in the 
wake of the many arrests made. And he emphasized: 
‘*/The loyalty and devotion to the battle they are fighting 
have been widely acclaimed with the result that we are 
very far from the situation that prevailed in the past. 
Remarks to the effect that members of the ADSU are 
returning drugs to the circuit, that traffickers are selling 
drugs for them; or that traffickers are feeling free to 
operate, are a highly regrettable travesty of truth./” 


Concerning ADSU activities at the airport, Sir Anerood 
Jugnauth said that the remark to the effect that there 
were no sniffing dogs is completely unfounded. Actually, 
two policemen trained in Great Britain are posted there, 
with two sniffing dogs. 
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Speaking of the tireless struggle against big dealers, the 
prime minister alluded to the Kramutally case. Momeen 
Kramutally, the mother of Siddick, alias Ti-Monstre, 
was prosecuted in criminal court. We shall nui comment 
on the allegations made in court “*/to the effect that she 
was pestered b:, police for bribes/,”’ suffice it to say that 
Siddick Kramutally has been sentenced twice for drug- 
related offenses and is now answering other charges. it is 
common knowledge that the late Ibrahim Kramutally, 
alias Tafazul, Momeen’s son and Siddick’s brother who 
lived with them, was a known drug dealer with several 
previous convictions. Besides, he died of excessive nar- 
cotics consumption (/overdose/). Siddick Kramutally 
was also reported to be at the head of a cartel surrounded 
by a number of smugglers. 


Zimbabwe 


* Paper Views Implications of Europe 1992 


34000103A Harare THE HERALD in English 
1 Dec 89 p8 


[Text] The approaching European single market at the 
end of 1992 has of late added extra impetus to attempts 
by regional groupings such as the PTA [Preferential 
Trade Area] to establish their own economic communi- 
ties to add extra muscle to their negotiating powers in a 
world increasingly dominated by trading blocs. 


But, as Heads of State and Government at the Eighth 
Summit in Nairobi this week must be discussing, Europe 
1992 seems set to become an even more formidable 
monster as rapidly changing political and economic 
orders in Eastern Europe clamour to be let into the club 
of Europe as well. 


Indeed, despite the wild jubilation in the Western media 
and governments about what is happening in Eastern 
Europe, no African can view recent events with equa- 
nimity. The prospect of a united Europe brings back too 
many bad memories, particularly the infamous 1884-85 
Berlin Conference in which a prosperous Europe got 
together to end the so-called ‘‘scramble for Africa” by 
parcelling up the continent’s wealth and land of Africa 
among themselves. This caused chaos and misery for the 
African peoples, the last vestiges of which are still to be 
seen in South Africa today. 


Now Europe is thinking of coming together again. What 
will be the consequences for Africa this time around, 
both economically and politically? 


In particular, what will this mean for the special relation- 
ships countries such as Zimbabwe have built up with 
several East European staies? 


Time alone will answer these questions, but there is no 
doubt that the focus of attention in the world media, 
boardrooms and corridors of power has shifted from the 
Third World to Eastern Europe. 
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Despite Western assurances to the contrary, one cannot 
help but deduce that this will also mean that what little 
aid flows and investment funds are available will now 
also be concentrated on the so-called “new democra- 
cies”, leaving Africa to scoop what crumbs it can from 
the table. 


In this, there is also a danger of a whole new form of 
colonialism emerging. African countries, already under a 
great deal of pressure to reform their economies, might 
be forced to go even further and faster than good sense 
dictates in order to secure aid or investment from the 
West; while the promise of aid could be used to wring 
political concessions out of them. 


At the same time, the stronger Europe becomes, the 
stronger the trade protectionist tendencies that could 
lose Africa important markets in both East and West. 


It is for those reasons that it is now vital for the PTA and 
other regional groupings to step up their efforts towards 
regional economic integration, with member countries 
pooling their resources to work out the kinds of home- 
grown reforms they need to create a meaningful eco- 
nomic and political bloc. A bloc that makes us more 
self-sufficient, that makes us count on the world stage 
and makes us less prone to European domination once 
again. 


* Ministry Clarifies National Service Plan 


34000103B Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 1 Dec 89 p 7 


[Text] Following widespread confusion at reports that all 
persons between the ages of 18 and 30 would be required 
for national service, the Ministry of Political Affairs last 
week issued a statement clarifying the exercise. Below is 
the full text of the Ministry's statement: 


“Following the press conference on national service on 
Monday November | 3, 1989 ,reat interest was generated 
on the subject. Amongst the issues that both the press and 
general public have been seeking further clarification on, 
the following questions have featured prominently: 


a) If one registers, does it mean he or she is now 
eligible for call-up? 


b) Are those employed in both the private and public 
sector but falling within the targeted age group expected 
to leave their employment to undergo national service 
training? 


c) Are women affected by the registration exercise? 


It is with a view to clarify these and other issues that the 
need for a press statement has been found necessary. 


Some quarters have wrongly interpreted registration to 
mean recruitment into national services or as the cre- 
ation of a register to be used for call-up for active service. 
Neither of these interpretations 1s correct. 
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Registration is being done in order to provide planners 
with facts and figures of how many people any given 
time fall within the targetted age group. It is not a one 
time exercise but shall be a continuous exercise of 
registering and updating of records. 


Recruitment is a completely separate exercise which is 
done only when there is need to have cadres undergoing 
some form of training be it military training of training in 
certain skills. In ‘act some of the people registered now 
might never undergo national service training because 
when the opportunity arises in future, they will have fallen 
out of the targetted group or they will not qualify for 
recruitment because of health or other reasons. 


To consider registration as compilation of a register to be 
used for call up for active service is absolutely incorrect. 
In the first instance, all those to be registered or the 
majority of them, will not have received any form of 
military training before. Secondly, if registration was for 
call-up purposes, we would issue certificates of registra- 
tion according to the provisions of the National Service 
Act of 1979. 


The regulations governing the existence of national ser- 
vice are contained in the National Service Act of 1979. 
Statutory Instrument 559 of 1980 makes the act effective 
to date. Nevertheless, amendments to the Act shall be 
introduced to bring it up-to-date with the new circum- 
stances obtaining in independent Zimbabwe. The large 
numbers of the unemployed, students and school leavers 
falling within the target group makes it unnecessary for 
any future recruitment to draw from the pool of those in 
gainful em,’ xyment. Therefore, employers have no 
cause to wort, as it is not the intention to disrupt their 
operations by sending their employees for national ser- 
vice training. The mechanics of recruitment, especially 
where it affects school children, shall be worked out in 
full consultation with the Ministries of Education. 


Gender issues can be subject of interesting debate. One 
of the notable achievements of our Government since 
independence has been its attempts at re-dressing the 
inequalities between men and women. Discriminating 
against women when it comes to national service would 
negate the achievements for which the women, sup- 
ported by government, have so strongly fought for. 
Therefore. women are just as eligible for national service 
training as their opposite gender. Besides, national ser- 
vice should not be narrowly perceived as representing 
military activity alone. Especially in our present circum- 
stances, national service activity shall be more produc- 
tion oriented. 


In planning for national service, we are not oblivious to 
the prevailing economic situation in the country. That is 
why our programmes for the future are designed to have 
a positive rather than a negative effect on the economy as 
a whole.* 
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* New Army Pay Scales Effective 1 Jan 1990 


34000103C Harare THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 
26 Nov 89 p 1 


[Text] New army pay scales will come into effect on 
January 1, Major-General Constantine Chiwenga, the 
chief-of-staff (administration and logistics), said 
yesterday. 


At a ceremony marking the ninth anniversary of | 
Mechanised Battalion, he said the exercise to abolish 
higher pay for white soldiers had been completed and the 
distinction had gone. 


Maj-Gen Chiwenga was addressing a ceremony marking 
the ninth anniversary of | Mechanised Battalion, which 
escorts commercial convoys from Zambia to Malawi 
through the Tete area of Mozambique. 


“I am delighted to say the Government has resolved this 
(differential pay) problem and with effect from January 
1 1990 new salary scales for other ranks will come into 
effect. 


“These scales will represent a vast improvement over the 
existing ones. 


“Also, new scales for second lieutenants, lieutenants, 
captains and majors will come into effect on the same 
date,” he said. 


“It is clear that by granting the salary increases, the 
authorities have demonstrated beyond any doubt their 
desire to improve Zimbabwe National Army conditions 
of service,” he said. 


Maj-Gen Chiwerga said that through the deployment of 
the battalion in Tete, the army obviously intended to put 
an end to the MNR [Mozambique National Resistance] 
bandit menace, and statistics showed that MNR 
ambushes had greatly diminished. 


He said that on the few times the MNR had attacked the 
Zimbabweans, “the available evidence clearly points to 
your no-nonsense counter-attacks that have left scores of 
bandits killed and/or injured”. 


But he said the problems caused by the battalions ageing 
vehicle fleet would result in a reduction of its fighting 
capacity. 


“As you know, old vehicles frequently breakdown and 
this places a heavy burden on your repair teams and 
recovery crews. 


“The up-shot is a reduction in your degree of mobility 
and hence your ability to quickly react to changing battle 
situations.” —Ziana. 
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* Compulsory National Service Program Announced 


* Kadungure State:nent 


34000099A Harare THE HERALD in English 
14 Nov 89 p 1 


[Text] Registration for the long-awaited compulsory 
national service programme begins on Monday next 
week and the first recruits are expected to start military 
training shortly, the Minister of State for Political 
Affairs, Cde Ernest Kadungure, has announced. 


All Zimbabwean citizens aged between 18 and 30 years 
are expected to present themselves for regi:'ration at 
district offices of the Ministry of Political Afi \irs, Cde 
Kadungure said at a Press conference ir Harare 
yesterday. 


“It’s compulsory and you can’t run away from it,” he 
said, adding that resistance was expected from certain 
sectors of the Zimbabwean community who had indi- 
cated that they would rather send their children out of 
the country. A Bill will soon go before Parliament to 
enforce the programme. 


Potential recruits are expected to bring to the registra- 
tion centres their national registration cards or certified 
copies of birth certificates and any educational or pro- 
fessional qualification certificates. 


The national service programme will comprise three 
phases—six months of basic military training, another 
six months of non-military service and 4 call-up phase. 


The military training phase will be compulsory for all 
recruits although they will be medically examined so that 
those who are unfit will go for some other training. The 
non-military phase will involve work on developmental 
projects in different parts of the country. These will 
include road construction, re-afforestation and health- 
related projects. 


An up-to-date list of all those who undergo training will 
be kept so that should a military threat arise, or a disaster 
occur, or should there be a strike in an area where their 
services are required they can be called up to serve the 
nation. People can remain on this list up to the age of 50 
years. 


The broad aims of the programme, Cde Kadungure said, 
were for all able-bodied Zimbabwean citizens to contribute 
to the defence and security of the country, the growth of its 
economy and to instil a sense of patriotism among the 
youth through political and cultural education. 


Cde Kadungure cited the presence of a hostile neighbour 
(South Africa) and its murderous surrogates (MNR) as 
factors that necessitated the broadening of the defence 
base through trained manpower, thereby reducing the 
need for a large standing army. 


The existence of a large reserve of trained people would 
make it easier for the police and other State organs to 
curb the growing crime rate. 
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The ;olitical and cultural education which would feature 
prominently during military training aimed at producing 
knowledgeable and informed cadres who understood 
Government policy and were able to interpret it among 
the people they live with. It also aimed at producing 
disciplined leaders anc promoting national unity and 
equality. 


All projects would be carried out for little or no reward. 
The programme was not meant for employment creation 
although the Department of National Service would 
train youths in non-military skills to alleviate the 
problem of unemployment. 


Arrangements would be made with employed people so 
that they could go for national service when they were 
not at work. Similar arrangements would be worked out 
with the two ministries of education so that students do 
national service when they were not at school. 


Save for purely national service projects, all other 
projects would be funded by Government ministries 
under which they fell or by welfare organisations. These 
were health projects by the Ministry of Health and 
military operations by the army, while youth training 
centres would be run by the department. 


The Department of National Service would be com- 
manded by a deputy secretary in the Ministry of Political 
Affairs who must hold the rank, at least, of major- 
general. He would be the chief adviser to the permanent 
secretary in the ministry. 


The position is presently being held by Brig Agrippa 
Mutambara. 


The organisational structure of the military aspect of the 
programme would be modelled along the same lines as 
the army. 


Those already trained could be called back to do further 
training should the need arise, Cde Kadungure said. 


* Clarification Issued 


34000099B Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 17 Nov 89 p 1 


[Text] Following the announcement on Monday by the 
Minister of State for Political Affairs, Mr Ernest Kadun- 
gure, that registration for the compulsory national ser- 
vice programme would commence on Monday next 
week, there has been nationwide concern. 


While the minister's statement raised numerous ques- 
tions, no attempt was made to explain the reason for the 
introduction of the scheme, the number of people likely 
to be involved, and the possible costs of this exercise to 
the nation. 


C ontacted by the GAZETTE for clarification on this 
issue, the Deputy Secretary in the Ministry of Political 
Affairs, Mr Agrippa Mutambara, claimed that “there has 
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been a misunderstanding of the whole exercise”. He 
assigned the blame for this confusion to Tuesday’s press 
reports. 


According to Mr Mutambara the registration process 1s 
only a fact-finding exercise aimed at ascertaining the 
exact number of people and the age group likely to be 
involved in the whole prograinme. While people between 
18 and 30 years of age had been identified as likely 
candidates, a decision is still to be made on the appro- 
priate age group to be recruited for national service. 


Mr Mutambara said “we will issue another press state- 
ment in a day or two to help clarify the issue”’. 


While the GAZETTE understands that this registration 
exercise is purely a pilot scheme, the secretary said he 
was not in a position to confirm or deny this. 


* THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE Comments 


34000099C Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 17 Nov 89 p 4 


[Commentary: “National Service Scheme, as Outlined, 
Is Not Feasible’’] 


[Excerpts] Whatever the merits or demerits of a national 
service scheme might be, the total introduction of the 
measures outlined by Minister Kadungure this week are 
beyond Zimbabwe's organisational and financial 
capabilities. 


The minister would have us believe that he can organise 
the training of about 2.2 million young Zimbabweans, 
just over half of whom are women, and that the financial 
resources to meet the costs of this mammoth task will 
come from the ministries involved. 


Mr Kadungure will need all the confidence he is dis- 
playing at present, for almost everyone else, including 
senior Officials in the ministries included in the scheme, 
considers his plan too ambitious, impracticable, ill- 
conceived and too expensive. [passage omitted] 


One wonders if the minister's announcement has had the 
full support of his cabinet colleagues and President 
Mugabe—at least in the form presented. There seems to 
have been so much left unsaid before the launching of a 
scheme that wili have such widespread effects, and 
nothing seems to exist in writing that those who will be 
directly affected can study and question. 


One also wonders why conscription for a national service 
scheme is being contemplated when a large enough 
response could have been achieved by an appeal for 
volunteers. Recruitment drives for the Zimbabwe 
National Army have always produced far more appli- 
cants than could be taken on. There is no reason why a 
national service scheme would not produce more willing 
volunteers than Minister Kadungure could organise 
adequately. 


14 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


There will be those, predictably, who will say that every 
young person should, as a national duty, be exposed to 
military training and national service. There's a certain 
self-righteousness in this attitude, however, that over- 
rides the sensible appreciation of resources and needs. 


Voluntarily national service could be encouraged, with 
great benefits for the nation and the individuals who 
freely choose to serve. It would place a large number of 
enthusiastic young Zimbabweans in a position where 
they could be of immense assistance in certain develop- 
ment areas. Even the introduction of some basic military 
service would be of national benefit. 


We are not, however, enthusiastic about the political 
education that Minister Kadungure included in his occu- 
pations for national service persons. This smacks too 
much of political re-education undertaken in other parts 
of the world to make it in our view an unacceptable use 
of young people’s time. 


If the minister chose to capture the nation’s attention by 
his dramatic announcement, then he has certainly suc- 
ceeded, but we believe that he now needs to explain, in 
great detail, the way in which he intends to introduce a 
national service scheme. The young people themselves, 
as well as parents, employers, teachers and others con- 
cerned with the two million Zimbabweans involved, 
deserve to be fully informed. 


We also believe that he needs to reduce the scale of the 
scheme to one that is practicable, or in the final analysis 
it will be the nation’s, and his personal reputation that 
will suffer—and a national disservice will be the result of 
his efforts. 


* Joint Venture Established With Air Botswana 


340001044 Harare THE HERALD in English 
20 Nov 89 p 1 


[Text] The co-ordination of regional air transport links 
has taken another step forward with a new agreement 
between Air Zimbabwe and Air Botswana for the first 
joint venture in the SADCC [Southern African Develop- 
ment Coordination Conference] region. 


Under the agreement, a new service will be introduced 
between Bulawayo and Francistown using Air 
Botswana's 42-seater ATR 42/Turbo Prop plane on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 


In addition, Air Zimbabwe will lease Air Botswana's new 
BAel 46-100 for use between Harare and Gaborone on 
Sunday and Thursday evenings as well as on Monday 
mornings. Air Botswana will use it on Monday, Tuesday, 
Friday and Saturday afternoons as well as on Wednesday 
evenings. 


This joint venture is the first of its kind in the SADCC 
region and the two airlines will share operational costs 
and profits on the two routes. 
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“You could say we are running a joint airline but have 
different identities,” said Cde Jacob Mungoshi, planning 
manager at Air Zimbabwe. 


* Railway Fares, Charges Increases Announced 


34000104B Harare THE HERALD in English 
23 Nov 89 p 4 


[Text] Bulawayo. Tariff rates for the National Railways 
of Zimbabwe [NRZ] will be increased by between 8 and 
64 percent with effect from December |, a spokesman 
for the NRZ said yesterday. 


Passenger fares for the economy class will go up by 32 
percent with the fare from Bulawayo to Harare, for 
example, going up from $9 to $12. The increases which 
also apply to the Road Motor Services have been 
approved by the Government. 


Rates for goods increase by between 8 and 64 percent by 
depending on the type of goods. Those for containers will be 
increased by 16 percent when full and 8 percent when 
empty. 


Charges for parcels and excess luggage, mail, storage, milk 
and cream will go up by 16 percent while those for livestock 
rise 17 percent and for tank car traffic by 19 percent. 


Rates for the Road Motor Services will rise by !0 percent. 


The spokesman said the increases were most satisfactory as 
this was “one of those rare occasions where the Government 
granted us the increases we had applied for in toto”. 


The NRZ has always complained that its rates are 
uneconomic, but authorities have argued that they have 
to be kept low as industry entirely depends on the 
railways for the movement of goods. 


The increases come at a time when the Government has just 
set up a task force to come up with solutions to the 
immediate and long-term problems affecting the parastatal. 


* PTA Facilities, Projects Show Progress 


34000104C Harare THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 
3 Dec 89 pl 


[Text] The use of the PTA [Preferential Trade A- 
clearing house has increased considerably and has n. 
reached about 73 percent of the total trade within the 
sub-region, says the Minister of Trade and Commerce, 
Cde Oliver Munyaradzi. 


Speaking at a Press conference in Harare yesterday the 
minister said 59 percent of the trade transacted through 
the clearing house was being settled in local currencies 
and only about 41 percent of the trade conducted 
through the clearing house was being paid for in hard 
currency. 


After his return from the 16-nation Preferential Trade 
Area summit in Kenya, Cde Munyaradzi said that total 
payments channelled through the clearing house had 
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increased from Uapta 37,2 million by December 1984 to 
Uapta 167,2 million during the first 10 months of 1989. 


Preparations were under way to establish an autono- 
mous clearing house to be located in Harare and with the 
increased use of the facility, the autonomous clearing 
house could be established earlier than proposed in 
January 1992. 


He said most countries were now accepting Uapta trav- 
ellers’ cheques and there had been a marked increase in 
their use. In the first five months of last year the 
travelling public used Uapta 2,8 million and in the 
months of September and October Uapta 3,7 million. 


“There is thus a significant upward trend in the use of 
the Uapta travellers’ cheques. There are still problems 
with their acceptance for payment of airport departure 
tax and road transit charges,” he said. 


Cde Munyaradzi said under the industrial co-operation, 
an important issue discussed was the establishment of 
the metallurgical technology centre which would be 
established at Ziscosteel. 


“This PTA facility, initially to be funded by Zimbabwe, 
with some possible donor assistance, is very important 
for the development of the iron and steel industry in the 
PTA region. 


* Cotton Board To Expand Communal Facilities 
34000104D Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 1 Dec 89 p 1 


[Excerpt] During the 1989/90-1992/93 Public Sector 
Investment Programme (PSIP) the Cotton Marketing 
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Board (CMB) plans to spend $233,664 million on capital 
devel. »ment of which a total of $163,697m will be spent 
on new works. 


In a speech to officially open the CMB’s fourth annual 
corporate planning seminar in Victoria Falls yesterday, the 
chairman of the Agricultura! Marketing Authority (AMA), 
Mr Cephas Msipa said the major items on the new works 
would include additional ginning capacity at Mt Darwin, 
Gokwe and Karoi. He said the CMB also intends to open 
additional primary marketing depots at Lupane/ 
Tsholotsho, Siyabuwa/Piriwiri and Masvingo/Zaka. 


“Of significance is the fact that the CMB is carrying out 
these capital developments in the communal areas. This 
is in line with the AMA and Constituent Board’s com- 
mitment to establish marketing facilities as near as 
possible to the farmers in the communal areas in 
response to production trends,’ Mr Msipa said. 


He said the developments were expected to increase 
deliveries from the communal and resettlement farmers 
from 143 000 and 18 000 tonnes in 1989/90 to 170 000 
and 33 000 tonnes in 1992/93 respectively. 


Mr Msipa commended the Department of Research and 
Specialist Services (DRSS) in conjunction with the Seed 
Multiplication Committee for introducing new and 
better seed varieties on the market in line with spinners’ 
requirements. He said this had helped Zimbabwe main- 
tain a viable lint export trade. 


The CMB, he said, had managed to increase the volume 
of cotton lint sold by opening new markets in Taiwan. 
the United Kingdom, Spain and Hungary in addition to 
maintaining their traditional markets. [passages 
omitted] 
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Burkina Faso 


Can.paore’s Domestic, Foreign Policy Viewed 


34000312 London AFRICAN PREVIEW in English 
Jan 90 pp 7-8 


[Article: “Burkina Faso; Opting for State Capitalism” 


[Text] January: The Front Populaire [PF] of Captain 
Blaise Campaore holds its first national congress still 
struggling to mend fences broken by the assassination of 
the country’s former charismatic leader Thomas San- 
kara. The populist appeal of the deceased Head of State 
is in sharp contrast to the lacklustre image attributed to 
the present leadership. In a country persistently plagued 
by factionalism, Capt Campaore will need abundant luck 
and skillful diplomacy to weld the pieces together as 
Burkinabes begin another year without any hope of a 
break in their subsistence existence. The first major 
attempt at presenting a united front ended in failure 
distinguished by acrimony. This was a special session of 
the Co-Ordination Committee of the PF held from June 
16-17 and attended by 251 delegates representing four 
political organisations, four national unions, three revo- 
lutionary committees and the 30 provinces. The mission 
was to prepare for the national congress scheduled for 
this month. Capt Boukary Kabore who led a rebellion at 
the Kodougou garrison in protest against Sankara’s 
death and who has sworn to topple the regime from his 
hideout in Ghana, enjoys a lot of good will in the 
military. But the Provisional National Defence Council 
Government of Chairman Rawlings that fund his activ- 
ities, are SO constrained by domestic problems and the 
evolving diplomatic rappraochment in West Africa that 
they are unlikely to aid his cause in a substantial way, not 
at least in the first half of the year. 


Capt Compaore hopes to cash in on the popularity of 
ex-President Aboubacar Lamizana, who in January 1966 
toppled the Union Democratique Voltaique government 
of Maurice Yameogo and ruled this impoverished West 
African nation until he was toppled in 1980. Lamizana 
was cieared of any wrong doing under his leadership by 
a People’s Revolutionary court in 1985. He has been 
appointed Secretary-General of the National Union of 
Burkinabe Elders (UNAB), created by the Counsel 
National de la Revolution of President Sankara to play a 
reconciliatory role but was considered a reactionary 
force and consequently ignored. The UNAB has now 
been given an independent status and a crucial role in 
unifying the nation. 


There is no peace in sight with the trade unions, constant 
source of agitation and recurrent collapse of most gov- 
ernments in this country. But the releases of union 
leaders arrested in the evening of the Sankara regime has 
bought time for the Front. In the shorter term, no 
developments are likely to disturb the “broadly satis- 
fied” stance with the Popular Front which was declared 
by the Confederation Syndicate Burkinabe, the country’s 
trade union organisation at its fifth congress in April 
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1988. Outstanding grievances are receiving the attention 
of the Labour Ministry and the 4-8 percent salary 
increases in salaries of civil servants and parastatal and 
other workers announced in his Compaore’s New Year 
Speech, last year has fended off much of labour unrest. 


In contrast to the problems of neighbouring countries, 
Burkina’s external financial position is growing in 
strength. According to recent figures released by BCEAO 
[Central Bank of the West African States], the net foreign 
assets of the monetary institutions increased by 
CFA10.7bn to reach CFA71.5bn ($240m), last year 
essentially because of an improvement in cash crop 
export and a better mobilisation of foreign capital. 
Under Sankara, cotton, the main cash crop slumped in 
production. Emphasis was on food crop production as a 
cornerstone of his government's campaign of saving on 
food imports. This strategy has been reversed by his 
successor with a marked degree of success. 


Burkina, estimated by the World Bank in 1985 as the 
third poorest country in the world is landlocked. Eco- 
nomic difficulties in nearby Ghana and Ivory Coast 
which had traditionally accommodated about 450,000 
Burkinabe migrant labour annually has seriously 
affected remittances and the gross domestic produce of a 
population which is both “idle and unemployable”. 
They constitute a potential source of unrest. 


But Camnpaore and his Popular Front have done their 
image no harm at all externally. A curb on the excesses of 
the military tribunals, and the open approach to their 
sittings and the general improvement in the regime’s 
human rights record, has warmed relations with France 
once more and reopened the channel to vital aid frozen 
from Burkina. With the exception of Ghana, relations with 
the neighbouring countries have recorded an improvement 
under Campaore, making it difficult for Burkinabe dissi- 
dents abroad to subvert the regime from the immediate 
neighbou-hood. That is little comfort to the leadership of a 
nation that had always been subverted from within. If 
Campaore survives the traurna of the Front Popular’s first 
congress, there is every indication that he would dominate 
Burkinabe politics into the 90’s. 


Ivory Coast 


* New Government Appointments Discuss-d 
YOEFO129A Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Nov 88 pp 46, 52-57 


{Excerpt of an article titled: ““Thirty Men To Manage the 
Crisis”; first paragraph is editor's lead] 


[Excerpt] A giant government production in Abidjan to 
herald the arrival of...three small newcomers. But the 
departure of 13 ministers, including a few “bigwigs,” sets 
the show—sponscred by the IMF against a backdrop of 
economic crisis—apart. Not designed to galvanize the 
spectator. [passage omitted] 
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“Stability and continuity” are the catchwords in political 
circles these days. Glad to hear it, say some; alas, sigh 
others. After a 21-day wait the new government has not, 
it is true, kept all its promises of renewal. ““The old man 
went as far as it was politically and humanly possible for 
him to go,” stress those who, though close to the govern- 
ment, are, nonetheless, not wholiy uncritical observers. 


No less than four ministers of state have in fact departed: 
Camille Alliali, 63 years old, a member of the govern- 
ment since 1963 and state minister since November of 
1983; Lamine Diabate, a 62-year-old ex-banker who 
became a minister of state in July of 1986 in his first 
involvement in government; Lazeni N. P. Coulibaly, 54 
years old, minister since 1981 and minister of state since 
July of 1986; and finally, Maurice Seri Gnoleba, 54, 
minister since July of 1974 and state minister since 
November, 1983. Except for Maurice Seri Gnoleba, who, 
according to circles close to the president, is “totally 
disgraced” (responsible for the Ivorian debt problem, he 
is criticized for excessive violence during international 
negotiations), these ministers are being “held in reserve 
for the Republic.” Camille Alliali and Lazeni Coulibaly 
are already said to be in competition for the post of 
president of the Supreme Court, vacant after the death of 
its occupant Alphonse Boni the weekend before the 
government's renewal. 


Four State Ministers in Reserve 


So much for a few outgoing eminences. Three state 
ministers have saved their heads. Auguste Denise and 
Mathieu Ekra, of course. Denise, 83 years old, has been 
a State minister of the Ivory Coast since April of 1959. 
Mathieu Ekra, who stands in for the head of state when 
he travels abroad and is 72 years old, has held a minis- 
terial post since January of 1961 and has been a minister 
of state since January, 1970. Emile Kei-Boguinird, 61, 
minister since March of 1976 and state minister since 
November of 1983, is also staying on. He enjoys the 
distinction, rare in government, of having been brought 
into the world by the head of state himself when the 
latter was still a physician. 


Besides the three state ministers, the head of state has 
provided himself with two assistant ministers to the 
president: Paul Gui Dibo and Guy Alain Gauze. 


The first is well-known in political circles. A 60-year-old 
economist specializing in international trade and the 
president of several national companies, he has been in 
charge of managing the mining sector in the government 
since June of 1971. He has held the rank of minister of 
state since July 1986. He handles questions related to 
mineral raw materials for the president. 


The second, Guy Alain Gauze, is the surprise in this 
ministerial reshuffling. At 37, he is the baby in the 
government. He completed a masters and doctorate in 
literature at the University of Abidjan, then studied at 
the National School of Administration. Upon gradua- 
tion, he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. After 
some time spent in Belgium at the Embassy, Gauze was 
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named to London as the Ivory Coast's permanent repre- 
sentative to international organizations in charge of 
coffee and cacao negotiations. It was here that his 
abilities were revealed, while the Ivorian ambassador to 
London was being admonished for his deficiencies as a 
negotiator. Guy Alain Gauze is not a politician. True, he 
married one of the president's nieces and is the son of a 
railway worker who fought from 1945 on in the ranks of 
the RDA, the African Democratic Rally, cradle (though 
a somewhat disavowed one) of the PDCI, the Demo- 
cratic Party of the Ivory Coast. The elder Gauze, a 
historic figure, departed considerably from the political 
line of President Houphouet-Boigny after independance. 
To observers, his son seems a middle-of-the-roader typ- 
ical of a social class neither wealthy nor poor, who has 
managed to notably improve his social standing through 
studies. There is no doubt that Guy Alain Gauze will 
continue to follow the highly charged issue of coffee and 
cacao, developing a more technocratic than militant 
view of his ministerial job. 


Vincent Pierre Lokrou: Above All A Man of the Land 


He will also have to give serious support to Vincent 
Pierre Lokrou, up till now minister of Water and Forests, 
who inherits the Ministry of Agriculture as well. It is said 
that this 43-year-old agronomist is first and foremost a 
man of the land who still needs to acquire international 
experience. He has inherited the ministry of Denis Bra 
Kanon, in charge of agricultural problems since 1977. 
The latter was fired for having been right too soon about 
cacao and coffee and of whom it is said “there wil! be 
reinstatement.” 


Aside from the departures and arrivals, the chief char- 
acteristic of the new government—whose task is to last at 
least 12 months, until the PDIC congress—is the bun- 
dling of a certain number of ministries. 


On that score should be noted first of all, after the joining 
of Agriculture and Water and Forests, the combining of 
Public Works, Transportation, Construction, and Urban 
Affairs. To the surprise of all, the post went to Vamoussa 
Bamba, 48, a certified secondary-school teacher, former 
director of educational planning and programs, and 
minster of Construction and Urban Affairs since July 
1986. It was said in Abidjan that his head had been 
demanded by...Antoine Cesareo, the all-powerful boss of 
the DCGTX [Directorate and Inspectorate of Public 
Works], in charge of all large-scale Ivorian projects. By 
naming Vamoussa Bamba to this post, does Houphouet- 
Boigny intend to set up a counter power to Cesareo’s 
team, who have lately exercised prerogatives largely 
overstepping the bounds of public works? 


Was it not Cesareo and 18 members of his top adminis- 
trative staff who, over the last few weeks, undertook the 
negotiations that led to resumed talks with the World 
Bank? Persistent rumor also has it that Antoine Cesareo 
has just turned in his resignation (again) to the president. 
He wants more—undivided—power. Questioned on his 
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relations with the DCGTX boss, Vamoussa Bamba 
means to remain circumspect. 


A Counter Power to Antoine Cesareo 


On the 26th floor of tower D, in his huge. discreetly 
luxurious corner office in the heart of Abidjan, 
Vamoussa Bamba told us a few hours after his nomina- 
tion that he was “waiting for files to be transferred from 
the DCGTX to his agencies,” hinting that the ball was 
now in his court. His entourage was more verbose. “By 
entrusting this important portfolio to a rigorous man- 
ager, the head of state is signaling his satisfaction with 
the work he did between 1986 and 1989 as the head of 
the Ministry of Construction and Urban Affairs, his first 
ministerial post. Inasmuch as this new ministry has 
fallen to a circumspect and competent mani, the choice 
has been well received, for to the public it could mean 
that criticism of the management of large construction 
projects, namely, the eacessive concentration of power in 
the hands of Antoine Cesareo, who was originally 
intended only to oversee inspection of large-scale con- 
struction, has been heard.” 


As far as Vamoussa Bamba is concerned, the most 
important thing is to emphasize construction of a periph- 
eral highway system that would put an end to the 
country’s real isolation, and to stress resumed building of 
country roads to allow a real return of young people to 
the land. He also intends to emphasize management 
training for small and medium businesses in the real 
estate and transportation sectors. 


What, then, of Antoine Cesareo? It is true that President 
Houphouet-Boigny’s French entourage is often consid- 
ered burdensome. Not only by Ivorians. International 
Organizations would not be sorry to see a few of them go, 
and especially Antoine Cesareo, who is guilty of 
defending the interests of the Ivory Coast too well in 
international negotiations. The latter, moreover, may 
explain the former. Vamoussa Bamba is also replacing, 
at Public Works and Transportation, Koffi Aoussou, the 
former CEO of Air Afrique and President Houphouet- 
Boigny’s nephew. His quarrel with Antoine Cesareo was 
notorious, the result of a failure to strictly define the 
areas of influence of each. 


The combining of ministries also affects Scientific 
Research and Culture, entrusted to Alhassane Salif 
N’Diaye, a 42-year-old doctor of science, minister of 
Scientific Research since July of 1986. He is considered 
the best Ivorian scientist—and the biggest dreamer. His 
cultivation and education, however, are unanimously 
recognized by his peers. 


Consolidation Into Large Ministries 


Domestic security and the antidrug war have also been 
assigned to the same man, in this case, Issouf Kone: 
brigadier general, former ambassador, and minister of 
domestic security since July of 1986. In the fight against 
drugs he is replacing a gendarme, General Oumar 
N’Daw, also a former head of domestic security. 
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Here then is the key man in the Ivory Coast’s new 
security policy—a constant concern given the rapid 
deterioration of the country’s social situation. Soldiers 
are now in the streets. This is worrisome to a few 
observers. The Ivory Coast has alway been a land that 
has welcomed foreigners of the subregion. But General 
Issouf Kone means to reassure us: “There is no ques- 
tion,” he asserts, “of expelling people or allowing a 
xenophobic policy to develop. The army is only acting as 
a backup force to the police and gendarmery, considering 
its staff and equipment. As soon as our police forces have 
been fortified, the soldiers will return to their barracks 
where they belong.” 


But his concerns also include drugs: trafficking, use, but 
also cultivation. “There are cannabis planters here.” he 
Says. 


The final ministry to be affected by a consolidation is 
that of Youth, Sports, and Social Affairs. It has been 
entrusted to Yaya QOuattara, 51, minister of Social 
Affairs since February, 1981. He is replacing Bernard 
Ehui Koutoua at the ministry of Youth and Sports, a 
43-year-old university professor and representative of 
the Ivory Coast’s “young guard.” A “young guard” that 
has been disappointing, it is underscored in Abidjan. 
Bernard Ehui Koutoua clearly did not have unanimous 
support in an area that 1s high risk: sports. Indeed, he was 
dominated by a multitude of associations and clubs 
whose presidents are not without power 


Alphonse Dyedje-Mady was also a member of the Ivorian 
young guard. He has just lost his position as minister of 
Public Health and Population, which he had held since 
November of 1983. 


He is replaced there by a newcomer who is not an 
unknown quantity. Frederic Francois Alain Ekra, 49. is a 
well-known cardiologist, considered particularly bril- 
liant. This sports lover, who was one of the country’s 
greatest basketball players, was not, a priori, very enthu- 
siastic about the idea of holding a government post. But 
the needs of the state took precedence over personal 
ones. 


This portrait of newcomers and muinisierial consolida- 
tions would not be complete without mentioning the 
arrival at the Ministry of Economy and Finance of Moise 
Koumauo Koffi, who has occupied the post of budget 
minister since July of 1986. With that move we have a 
re-formed, king-size economic ministry, in accordance 
with World Bank directives. This circumspect man of 
46, who has spent his entire career in the tax department. 
for that reason has not always enjoyed the unanimous 
backing of employers. He is criticized, in particular, for 
having a heavy hand in tax matters. 


A Super Ministry for an Economy in Crisis 


Koffi wants above all to be a minister of austerity. “After 
having been a successful model of international cooper- 
ation, we would ‘ike the Ivory Coast to be a successful 
model of econorm:c recovery,” he told us after assuming 


FBIS-AFR-90-015-S 
23 January 1990 


the highest level economic responsibilities. Taking the 
easy ruad is out of the question. “We are a generation 
condemned to strive. We still have 2 long years of 
austerity ahead of us. We are going to have to make 
efforts on all levels, which means deciding to take 
Draconian measures involving restructuring that will 
certainly be difficult.” 


He use unequivocal terms in defining the country’s 
present economic situation, speaking of ‘financial 
drought” and “economic shock” similar to the oil shocks 
of 1973 and 1979. “You Western countries were forced 
at that time to implement policies to restructure your 
economies. Your duty to us today 1s to allow us in turn to 
carry Out the necessary reform of our productive sectors. 
We have the potential for a second Ivorian miracle.” For 
all that, Moise Koumoue Koffi describes himself as 
“serene.” It is true that, having conducted the negotia- 
tions with moneylenders, he is becoming economic and 
finance minister just after the “Friends of the Ivory 
Coast” conference in Paris, held at the local headquar- 
ters of the World Bank on 9 and 10 October. In other 
words, the “moneylenders” conference. It gave the man 
who was then only budget minister the chance to have 
the satisfaci' on of seeing funds released, at least those of 
the World Bank, the IMF, and European countries. 


The Ivory Coast’s financial needs are estimated at about 
4 billion; 3.5 million are said to have already been 
promised. But the time required to effectively imple- 
ment funding must be taken into account, promising a 
few more difficult months for Ivorian finances. 


Moise Koumoue Koffi is heading the Ivorian economy 
in a crucial period. Since the beginning of October, the 
Fund to Stabilize Agricultural Commodity Prices has 
been buying cacao at 200 CFA francs a kilo compared to 
250 CFA francs this summer and 400 CFA francs before 
last 30 June. Robusta cherry coffee goes for 100 CFA 
francs compared to a previous price of 200 CFA francs. 
Compensation for unsorted yellow cotton has also 
dropped. Total decline in farmers’ income is estimated 
at over 200 billion CFA francs, while the couniry’s GNP 
[gross national product] does not exceed 3,000 billion. 
By reducing the purchase price of export products in this 
way, Ivorian authorities are carrying out a de facto 
devaluation, thus ceding to the demands of World Bank 
and IMF experts. 


The new economic and finance minister will also take on 
the problem of the debi, until now the responsibility of 
Maurice Seri Gnoleba, sent packing by the head of state. 
Austerity measures will also have to be arbitrated, in 
order to divide them as equitably as possible among the 
different ministries. 


The 1990 budget is an austerity budget. All the indica- 
tors are red: a 3.7-percent drop in the GNP in 1988, 
overall fixed investment rate lowered from 11 percent of 
GNP in 1988 to & percent in 1989, a total state financial 
deficit of 13.6 percent of GNP in 1988 compared to 6.8 
percent in 1987, a current balance of payments deficit of 
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325 billion CFA francs in 1988 compared to 148 billion 
in 1987.... The sort of picture that worries experts of 
Bretton-Woods institutions, concerned, above all, with 
broad balances. 


Moise Koumauo Koffi thus replaces at Economy Abdou- 
laye Kone, who began his career in 1977 at the state 
budget secretariat before moving in 1981 to the Ministry 
of Economy and Finances. 


These, then, are the men at the top of the new govern- 
ment formed by Houphouet-Boigny. The sixteen minis- 
ters who, since they are not ministers of state, held on to 
their posts should be added to the list. One such ts Jean 
Konan Banny who retains the Ministry of Defense—a 
position that that mayor of Yamoussoukro, President 
Houphouet-Boigny’s home town, has held since 1960 
with only one interruption (1967-79). During that period 
he was registered as a lawyer at the Supreme Court. 


Although announced to be leaving, Simeon Ake remains 
at Foreign Affairs. After a long career there, he has held 
the position of minister since July of 1977. However, he 
may be named ambassador to Washington on next | 
January, as the cu. sent holder of that office is slated to sit 
at that time on the United Nations Security Council as a 
nonpermanent member for 2 years, in accordance with 
the vote of last 18 October. 


The Survivors 


The prefectural head, who also happens to be the min- 
ister of the interior, is Leon Konan Koffi. He has held 
that post since February 1981, after a career in the 
prefectures. 


Ange-Francois Barry-Battesti, a mainstay of the govern- 
ment, stays on as minister of Technical Education and 
Professional Training. He was already assistant director 
of that ministry's agencies at the end of the sixties, before 
becoming minister in 1970 (until 1983), then renamed to 
the position in July 1986 after a stint at Public Works. 


Balla Keita has saved his head, hotly demanded during 
the “Dialog Days.” His mandate at the Ministry of 
National Education as head of secondary and higher 
education has thus been extended. 


Primary education remains the province of Mrs Odette 
Kouame Nguessan, one of two women in government. 
She has held the position since July of 1986 after having 
been director of preschool and primary education. 


Noel Nemin, who was director of prison administration, 
remains the “Keeper of the Seals”—minister of Jus- 
tice—where it is said he has carried out his duties 
“rigorously” since July of 1986. He is also known for his 
talents as a technician. 


Albert Vanie-Bi-Tra stays on at the Ministry of Labor, 
where he has been since 5 January, 1970. 


Jean-Jacques Bechio, member of the Ivorian young 
guard, keeps possession of the Civil Service Ministry 
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despite his “controversial and unpopular” management. 
But it was decided on Monday, 16 October, at the close 
of the special cabinet meeting to relieve him of “man- 
agement of the civil servants’ mutual insurance fund,” 
now autonomous. This young man in his forties has held 
the post since November of 1983. 


Mrs Hortense Aka Anghui, president of the Ivorian 
Women’s Association, maintains her Ministry for the 
Promotion of Women. to which she was named in July 
1986. She is the wife of Joseph Aka Anghui, a distin- 
guished individual in the world of Ivorian business. 


Commerce has been given to Nicolas Kouandi-Angba, 
44, minister since November of 1983. It was not at all 
clear that he would be confirmed. Although criticized for 
the too rapid development of Lebanese distribution 
networks, he 1s. nevertheless, recognized as a “skilled 
politician” who was able to restore order in his native 
province (he is a native of Grand Yapo, between the two 
capitals, Abidjan and Yamoussoukr9). 


Jean-Claude Delafosse, a relative of President Houphouet- 
Boigny’s, stays on at the Ministry of Tourism. 


Industry and Planning are the province of Oumar 
Diarra, “an honest, good technician and man who knows 
his business.”’ Mines fall to Yed Esaie Angoran, educated 
at MIT in the United States and the School of Mines in 
Nancy. Minister of Mines since July of 1976, he is 
considered “a brilliant and competent technician, par- 
ticularly hardworking.” 


Post Office and Telecommunications are once more in 
the hands of Vincent Tieko Diedje, a “mail man” who is 
apparently somewhat hamstrung by the dominant sway 
of the director of telecommunications in his ministry. 


Finally, the Ministry of Animal Husbandry has been 
entrusted to Christophe Gboho, a 47-year-old veteri- 
narian who has held the position since July 1986. 


Houphouet-Boigny’s new government was thus formed 
on Monday 16 October, 1989 “with a dual avncern for 
Stability and continuity,” emphasized Augu ite Mire- 
mont, Minister of Communications and spokesman, a 
few minutes after the government's composition was 
announced. This put an end to several long political 
weeks which, since the close of the “Dialog Days” on 28 
September, had kept the little world of politics in a 
continua! state of agitation. 


With that done, we must now solve the problems— 
without losing sight of the fact that President 
Houphouet-Boigny officially celebrated his 84th 
birthday the day after the government was formed. The 
bills due are political, economic and social. And the 
social will outweigh the political. 


The Ivorian Miracle Just a (Beautiful) Memory 


As for the economy, it 1s now the province of the authorities 
in Washington, in other words, the experts of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund and the World Bank. The Ivorian 
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miracle is just a (beautiful) memory, not the least example of 
which is Abidjan, with all its contradictions. The city is still 
the most beautiful capital in French-speaking Africa. It has 
also become the most dangerous—the flip side of the same 
coin. But the countryside is no longer free of problems. A 
million farmers are seeing their incomes slashed by 50 
percent in a few weeks. 


The country’s financial perfusion is being carried out at 
high cost to producers, despite 30 years of efforts that 
earned them the top position in the world for cacao. The 
Ivory Coast thus shows itself to be a model of a gridlocked 
society. Despite the battles waged by the president. 


* Donations To Improve Security Reported 


* Locals Contribute To Fund 


QEFOIS8A Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 
15 Nov 89 p 12 


{Unattributed article: “List of Donors. Total Gifts Reach 
841,579,029 Francs Today] 


[Excerpts] Whether they are workers in the public or 
private sectors, unemployed persons, students, or polit- 
ical or administrative authorities. who does noi feel 
concerned by the campaign for security on Ivorian 
territory! A careful reading of the solidarity contribu- 
tions for peace and security shows how al! Ivorians, by 
birth or by adoption, have been worried by this question. 
Each is contributing according to his means in order to 
better arm the police in their struggle against crime. 


Moreover, it is appropriate to indicate that the amount 
of the contributions registered by the CAA [Autonomous 
Sinking Fund of the Ivory Coast], from the first day to 
the closing hour for the cashiers’ desks yesterday 
evening, equals the sum that we are publishing above. It 
is understood that all the names of donors, whose 
contributions made it possible to reach that sum, are not 
on today’s list. They will be published gradually. pending 
publication of the “Contribution-Specia!.” 


We emphasize that: 

¢ The Eveready [Company] has contributed: 

— 3,000 flashlights 

— 3,000 batteries 

¢ The SMB [expansion unknown! has contributed: 
—Gas coupons valued at |,000,000 CFA francs 


¢ Mr Kei Guei Pascal, an employee of Ivorian nation- 
“lity, has contributed: 


—1 flashlight 


e Mr Atta Assouan Clauvis, an accountant of Ivorian 
nationality, has contributed: 


—1 flashlight [passage omitted] 
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* CFAO Donates Vehicles 


QEFOIS8B Abidjan FRKATERNITE MATIN in French 
29 Nov 89 p 2 


{Unattributed Article: “CFAO G_ves Three Equipped 
Vehicles to the Police”) 


[Text] A Peugeot 504, an Isuzu diesel pick-up, and 
another, a Mitsubishi: That is the generous cont: bution 
made yesterday by the CFAO [French Company of West 
Africa] group in connection with the Peace-Security 
Campaign. The three vehicles, outfitted with the appro- 
priate police equipment, were received yesterday at 5 
p.m. by Mr Leon Naka, PDG [President Director Gen- 
eral] of the Autonomous Sinking Fund of the Ivory Coast 
[CAA]. The value of these cars is 21,900.00 francs and 
was supported by the following companies of the CFAO- 
Cl-{Ivory Coast] group: MIPA, SARI, SOVINCI and, 
TRANSCAP for the Peuget 504; the Agence Centrale, 
Qualitex, and the principal office of CFAO for the 
Mitsubishi; [and] CICA, CIMAC, and Liftel Cl for the 
Isuzu pick-up. 


The group’s personnel contributed 3,650,000 francs for 
the securr.y operation, making a total of 25,550,000 
francs thai the CFAO group is donating. 


One can easily understand. therefore, Mr Naka’s pleasure 
yesterday afternoon when he received the keys to these 
three vehicles, and then gave warmest thanks to the 
CFAO-CI group, and to Mr Charles Donwahi, its presi- 
dent. “Considering the economic situation and the current 
campaign, the vehicles constitute a major contribution. 


No price can be placed on security and that is what the 
CFAO group understood. This gesture is marked in our 
books and in our hearts. It will help carry out an effective 
struggle for security in our country, concluded Mr Naka, 
who was very happy over this exemplary contribution. 


* SODECI, Renault-IC Donate 


QOEFOIS8C Abidjan FRA? ERNITE MATIN in French 
16 Nov 89 p 2 


{Article by Douhl Patrice: “SODECI [Society for the 
Development of Commerical and Industrial Firms] and 
Renault-Ivory Coast Give Two Vehicles to the Security 
Forces” } 


[Text] In connection with the Peace and Security Oper- 
ation, in which Ivorians are actively participating, yes- 
terday at the SCIAM bu !ding on the plateau, Mr Leon 
Naka, PDG [President Director General] of the CAA 
(Autonomous Sinking Fund), received from the hands of 
Mr Zadi Kessi Marcel, President Director General of 
SODECI, and from Mr Pierre Y ven, Director General of 
Renault-lvory Coast, two vehicles with a total value of 
ten million, nine hundred sixty-seven thousand, four 
hundred francs! 


The vehicle given by she SODECI is a Peugeot 309. It is 
outfitted with a radio transmitter. The gift brings the 
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contribution of SODECI and its personnei to the Peace 
and Security Operation to 25 million. The contribution 
of Renault-lvory Coast was a high performance, late 
r.sodel R12 station wagon, valued at 5 million francs. 
That is in addition to its collection of 500,000 francs, 
representing the contribution of its personnel, already 
received by the CAA. This company’s contribution thus 
reaches 5,500 million francs. 


Mr Leon Naka, PDG of the CAA, warmly thanked the 
generous contributors for this gesture of great civic 
import, in the name of the minister of Economy and 
Finance. 


There is no doubt that the SODECI and Renault-Ivory 
Coast actions will be imitated by other enterprises in the 
business community. 


Nigeria 


* Clarification of Parties Manifestos Endorsed 


34000314A Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
13 Dec 89 p 12 


[Text] It is fair to assume that the drafters of the two 
manifestoes, reflecting the dominant mood within the 
present political/military leadership, deliberately set out 
to show that both parties are not completely dissimilar in 
their aspirations for the national ideal. While there ts 
some merit in that position, especially, too in a country, 
where party political rivalry assumes a life-and-death 
dimension, it is also a position fraught with grave 
dangers, if the people must make clear choices in the 
presentation before them. Within the framework of 
presenting truly nationalistic parties, it is still possible to 
make the choices a little bit more obvious. 


Take, for instance, the crucial area of the provision of 
social services. There is some confusion. While it does 
seem on the surface that the SDP [Social Democratic 
Party] is more detailed and specific in the area of social 
service, in a more general sense, the packages seem very 
similar. The NRC [National Republican Convention] 
speaks of providing “functional education.” The SDP, 
on the other hand, speaks of “ultimately providing free 
and functional education at all levels,” although in 
another breath, it says primary education and secondary 
education in the state-owned institutions will be free. 


Also, while the NRC speaks of board:ng facilities in 
schools, the SDP, quite unexpectedly, says it would 
encourage voluntary and private ownership of schools 
The seeming right of center party promises what tradi- 
tionally is presumed to be the business of the left of 
center party, while the left of center party seems reluc- 
tant to bear its traditional responsibility. 


Foreign examples come readily to mind here, in an effort 
to buttress our point. In the United States, for example, 
the Republican Party, which 1s the American equivalent 
of the right of center party, could never have embarked 
on President Johnson's Great Society programme, while 
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it is Clear that the broad economic programmes of the 
Reagan administration, with its emphatic support for big 
business could not have been pursued by a Democratic 
President. Within the broad similarities of the two 
dominant parties it is quite possible to discern differ- 
ences. This fact can be readily restated in respect of the 
Labor and Conservative parties in Great Britain. It 
would be most difficult to mistake a Labor policy on 
housing. for that of the Conservative Party. 


Some people may argue, and with justification, that 
party manifestoes are, like government budgets, state- 
ments of intentions. What will matter, and does matter 
in the end, 1s what the parties actually deliver. The 
ultimate success of the Third Republic will depend 
largely on what either of the two parties actually does in 
government, rather than our understanding of what it 
promises to do. Neither can one dismiss the legitimate 
possibility of the convergence of views between the 
parties on given issues. All these are legitimate. 


But, it is also important that there be clear alternatives 
for an electorate that has been fooled for many times in 
the past. There is a great need to quickly amend the 
manifestoes even before the documents go to the respec- 
tive parties for debate and endorsement. So much has 
gone into preparing these documents. That laudable 
effort must be justified fully. The task must be completed 
by ensuring that the choices are clearer. 


* Task Force Urged To Complete Ajaokuta Project 
340003 14B Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
22 Dec 89 p 12 


[Text] Given the terribly slow pace of work at the 
Ajaokuta Steel Company, the recent government's dis- 
solution of its management and the inauguration of a 
task-force to run iis affairs is a pragmatic step towards 
accelerating the construction of the project. Nigerians 
have painfully followed the various attempts from dif- 
ferent quarters to frustrate all efforts at completing the 
project. Perhaps the greatest blame should go to the 
successive Nigerian managements of the company which 
have displayed a glaring lack of patriotic commitment as 
evident in the incessant allegations of corruption, man- 
agerial ineptitude and top officials’ connivance with 
Nigeria's foreign detractors who would want the scheme 
to fail at all cost. 


Consequently, the execution cf the project has witnessed 
series of revisions both in its scope and design. The 
outcome of these setbacks has been the abysmally slow 
pace of work evident in the inability to meet schedules. 
Certainly, all these could have been avoided or reduced 
to the barest minimum if Nigeria’s conception and 
implementation strategies of the project had not been 
faulty from the outset. 


Beyond this, however, 1s the growing impression that 
international conspiracy may well be at the very root of 
the non-completion of the scheme. Given the vital place 
of steel in the technological development of any nation, 
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it 1S not unlikely that both the Soviet partners and the 
Western sub-contractors may not be very enthusiastic 
about building for Nigeria a steel plant that will produce 
flat sheets—a crucial input in modern technology. 


It would be instructive to recall that the World Bank 
observed \ecently in its reports that everything was 
wrong wit: the Ajaokuta plant from its conception to 
execution. While we respect the nght of the bank to 
express its views On any project in any of its client states. 
the question that Nigerians must, however, ask is 
whether they need a facility like the Ajaokuta Stee! Mill 
at this stage of their nation’s development. Obviously, 
the answer will be an overwhelming yes, and that much 
1S evident in the setting up of the task-force. 


A task-force, by its very nature, is a quick intervention 
mechanism designed to solve a difficult problem in the 
shortest possible time. It 1s, therefore, expected that the 
retired Group Captain Mohammed Umaru-led seven- 
man task-force will shun all redtapism and expeditiously 
address the crucial issues relevant to the completion of 
the project. 


In this regard, the task-force must religiously avoid the 
pitfalls of its predecessors so as to put an end to the 
erroneous impression in some quarters that Nigerians are 
irresponsible, corrupt and incapable of managing a large 
and complex venture as the Ajyaokuta Stec! Company. 


It must also try to understand the great significance 
Nigerians attach to the completion of the project. It 
should therefore, brace up to scale all the hurdles that are 
already on its path. One way of achieving the national 
objective is to redefine the scope and design of the 
project in line with our presen! economic realities and in 
view of the fact that the cost of completing its remaining 
20 percent is now said to be higher than the money 
already spept. 


Since the nation cannot abandon the project at this stage, 
the most fundamental challenge for the task-force 1s how 
to mobilize our national resources—human and natu- 
ral—to complete the scaled-down version of the scheme 
We believe that Nigeria has the necessary expertise to 
complete the Ajaokuta Provect. In line with the on-going 
economic engineering, which places a lot of premium on 
self-reliance, therefore Nigerian Steel experts in all parts 
of the world should be assembled, given the desirable 
incentives and mandated to deliver the project to the 
nation on a definite date. 


We recognize that Nigeria cannot play Robinson Crusoc, 
but then the self-dependent suggestion has become 
imperative in view of the palpable reluctance of the 
foreign partners to finish the project. The nation has 
waited long enough for its Ajyaokuta dream to become a 
reality. The earlier we take our destiny in our hands the 
better for us so that our efforts at joining the global club 
of steel producers is not forever frustrated. 
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* EEC Grants ECU 33 Million Under Lome III 


340002914 Lagos BUSINESS TIMES in English 
4 Dec 89 pp 1, 13 


{Article by Babs Akerele: “Nigeria Gets N260.7m as 
EEC Completes Lome III Convention”™] 


[Text] The European Economic Community has 
approved N260.7 million (33 million ecus) to Nigeria in 
support of the present development thrust in the rural 
sector of the economy. 


The grant, a sixth European Developme: ’ Fund (EDF) 
project completes the EEC-Nigeria co-operation under 
Lome II! Convention signed in March 1986. 


According to the EEC information officer, Mr Fortu- 
natus Dawodu, the fund is made up of N206.19 million 
(26.1 million ecus) which is a loan facility on special 
term and N54.51 million (6.9 million ecus) that ts to 
concentrate largely on development activities related to 
rural production, programmes in association with appro- 
priate education, training and research activities in the 
Middle Belt of the country. 


The information officer emphasised that the EDF 
financing is anticipated to be devoted to rural infrastruc- 
ture development component which will back-up the 
ministries of health and education in Bauchi, Benue, 
Gongola, Kwara, Niger and Plateau states to improve 
facilities for the area’s sedentary and nomadic commu- 
nities. 


Besides, the programme will introduce measures to 
expand local agricultural production and also include 
those measures that will reduce post harvest losses: 
protect the environment and improve rural living con- 
ditions through water supplies, health facilities and rural 
electrification. 


The programme will encourage personne! training and 
research while a cooperation scheme _o link up Nigerian 
training institutions and European training institutions 
and exchanges between Nigerian and European research 
institutions 1s also envisaged. 


Under the rural health facilities project, the EDF loan 
will be used for the construction of new premises and the 
upgrading of existing ones. building and furbishing of 
maintenance workshops, supply of equipments, manage- 
ment, supervision and training. 


Meanwhile, at the ongoing Lome IV Convention, the 
Afncan, Canbbean and Pacific (ACP) nations have 
reserved their decision on renewing the trade link 
because the EEC has ruled out the inclusion of bilateral 
and commercial debt in the convention. 


Furthermore, the | 2-natron EC have been trying to push 
back discussion on the volume of aid to the end of the 
negotiation, though it has offered financial aid of 11 
billion ECUs or $12 billion dollars out of a 15.5 bilhon 
ECUs (17.05 bilhon dollar) demanded by the ACP 
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package for the fourth Lome Convention. This includes 
at least 2.5 billion ECUs (2.75 billion dollars) to help 
structural adjustment programmes. 


The breakdown of the EEC financial aid showed that 
10.7 billion ECUs (11.8 billion dollars) will be offered as 
grant while another 1.2 billion ECUs (1.32 billion dol- 
lars) in loans over the first five years of a new 10-year 
convention. 


Although the need for assistance under the structural 
adjustment plans have been accepted by the EEC in form 
of rapid payments, the credibility of the community's 
intention to operate alongside the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) is linked to the key 
question of the financial scale which is envisaged for that 


support 


* Death Penalty for Drug Pushers Stirs Debate 


34000291B Ikeja NEWSWATCH in English 
11 Dec 89 pp 14-18 


[Article by Dare Babarinsa, John Ebri, Soni Ehi Asueli- 
men, Mercy Ette, Peter Ishaka, Abdulrazaq Magayi, Nats 
Agbo, Ajan Agbor, Jaret Mba and Olanrewaju Olemoh: 
“Killing by Any Other Name = Murder™] 


[Text] February 3, 1989, Flight EK 601 from Karachi, 
Pakistan, landed at Fiumicino “«rport, Rome, the Italian 
capital. In the flight were riany Nigerians and other 
Airican nationals. They talked loudly, drawing attention 
to themselves. They filed through customs and immigra- 
tion. All the other passengers were given the green light 
to enter Rome, but 21 Nigerians were asked to step aside. 
The oldest of them was Adjiat Alake Mohammed, 56, 
and the youngest was Silifat Gafari, 26. They were taken 
to the hospital for X-ray. They were found to be con- 
cealing hard drugs in their bodies. 


A month and few days later, the Italian police hauled in 
more Nigerians, caught with drugs. On Saturday, March 
18, five young Nigerians were arrested in the suburb of 
Castelvolturno where they were using a villa as their drug 
operational headquarters. The five Nigerians were 
Kamorudeen Adeniyi Ojo, 33, Innocent Kalu, 31, 
Godwin Chile Nwathesie, 29, Christopher Chukwunwe- 
orji, 29, and Felix Nwachukwu, 25. The police arrested 
them with 60 grammes of heroin, a precision balance for 
measuring hard drugs, 10 million equivalent of Italian 
lira made up of lira, naira and American dollars. The 
drug traffickers also had more than 15 million lira in 
bank certified cheques and many unused air tickets to 
various parts of the world, 


Nigeria has now become an important theatre in the 500 
billion dollars a year drug trafficking. Everyday, several 
Nigerians are arrested in different parts of the world, 
from the golden belt of Karachi and Islamabad to the 
more affluent society of Europe and the Americas and 
the dangerous dungeons of South America. Unlike the 
arms race and the race for space, this is one global race in 
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which Nigeria and Nigerians cannot be ignored. Hun- 
dreds of Nigerians are now languishing in jails in dif- 
ferent parts of the world. 


Bola Ajibola, attorney-general and minister of justice, 
dropped the hint September 14 that government might 
reconsider the return of capital punishment for drug 
pushers. Ajibola, who, as president of the Nigerian Bar 
Association, NBA, opposed the death sentence for drug 
pushers during the Muhammadu Buhari regime, said the 
arrogance and temerity of the drug barons and their 
running dogs were compelling him and many other 
Nigerians to support the return of the death penalty. 
Ajibola’s fear is that Nigeria may graduate from just 
being a transit camp for heroin and cocaine from the far 
east to a captive market where the drug barons may be in 
a powerful position to challenge and even humble the 
government. 


Ajibola spoke in Washington DC, where he signed the 
mutual legal assistance treaty, MLAT, with the Amer- 
ican government as part of what looks like a collective, 
global offensive against drug traffickers. The minister 
said he signed the agreement to prevent Nigeria from 
becoming a country of drug users. He said the Nigerian 
government had already enacted a law which provides 
for the seizure of assets acquired through drug traf- 
ficking. He said the government was also moving to 
prevent the laundering of ill-gotten drug money into 
seemingly legitimate businesses. “People should be ques- 
tioned as to where they got their money from and how 
they came about it,” he said. 


But Ajibola said the re-introduction of the death penalty 
for drug pushers would only be done in a ““democratic”’ 
manner. ‘“‘Very soon, we shall set up another conference 
which will look into the issue. If it is the decision against 
the capital punishment of the generality of the people of 
Nigeria, well, we will bow to democracy in one way or 
the other.” 


Ajibola is aware of the public furor that the death penalty 
for drug pushers generated in 1985 when, under Decree 
20 of 1984, three convicted drug pushers were *xecuted 
by firing squad at the Kirikiri prisons, Apapa, April 10, 
1985. The three youngmen, Bartholomew Owoh, Ber- 
nard Ogedegbe and Lawal Akanni Ojulope, were to be 
the first and last drug pushers to be executed. The Buhari 
regime soft-pedalled when public outcry greeted it. Wole 
Soyinka, Nobel laureate, called the execution “murder” 
and dismissed the regime as a “government of the deaf.” 
Many other highly-placed Nigerians also criticised the 
shooting and newsp?per editorial railed against it. But 
Chike Ofodile, then attorney-general and minister of 
justice, and Tunde Idiagbon, a major-general and the 
regime’s number two man, vowed that the shooting 
would go on. “A uniquely Nigerian solution is necessary 
to curtail the get-rich-quick mania that encourages 
serious crimes,” said Idiagbon. “The war against the 
perpetrators would continue with all resources until they 
are extinguished.” 
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When Ibrahim Babangida took over August 27, 1985, he 
abolished the death penalty and commuted death sen- 
tences passed on several convicted drug pushers to 
various terms of imprisonment. 


Benjamin Adekunle, a retired brigadier and famed com- 
mander of the Third Marine Commando division during 
the civil war, told NEWSWATCH last week that Nige- 
rians were just being sentimental by opposing the death 
penalty for drug pushers. “What the people are now 
capitalising on is the government’s human rights pos- 
ture,’ said Adekunle. “I believe there should be death 
penalty for those found to be engaged in the drug trade. 
Their lives should nox be spared.”’ Adekunle warned that 
unless the government imposcs the maximum punish- 
ment, it should be ready for battles ahead. Said he: 
‘What I can see in future is that Allen Avenue (Ikeja) will 
turn into the Colombia of Nigeria. In about 10 years’ 
time, there will be a big battle between these people and 
the government.” 


Adekunle argued that drug pushers are worse than armed 
robbers. ‘“‘Armed rebbery is only a matter of robbing one 
person, unlike drugs which affect a whole generation,” 
he said. “‘From only one kilogramme of cocaine taken to 
Britain from Nigeria, several people can be ruined. So, 
you cannot compare it to armed robbery. The harm that 
can be done by one coke dealer is probably only equiv- 
alent to that of about 25 armed robbers.”’ He said the 
government could stop the drug problem without two 
years if it executes all knovn drug dealers. He warned: 
‘Now we are between and betwixt as a transit camp for 
drugs. Later, you couid find that people in Burma, 
Thailand, India, Pakistan and Afghanistan will sponsor 
people in Nigeria to fight the government and make the 
country a drug territory. And the Americans and others 
who take the drugs will help to fight the government. So, 
if the government does not put its feet down now by 
giving it maximum punishment—not just for the carriers 
but also the barons—there will be trouble.” 


Derinda Bertha Johnson, chief medical director of the 
Psychiatric Hospital, Yaba, shares Adekunle’s view that 
drug pushers should be executed. She said in a news- 
paper interview that drug pushers deserve death because 
they destroy the lives of youths. “Everyday, I see the 
misery and agony of parents whose children are victims 
of the bad merchandise of drugs,” she said. “I also see 
the faces of the young generation of Nigerians, the 
supposed leaders of tomorrow, being destroyed by their 
greed.” If the government should fight shy of the death 
penalty, she has a unique solution to their problems. Said 
she: “I have an island where these people should be kept 
forever with cocaine and heroin as food and drink 
everyday.” 


But while many other Nigerians concede that drug is a 
serious problem, they do not agree that the death penalty 
would solve it. Balarabe Musa, former civilian governor 
of Kaduna State, told NEWSWATCH last week that 
imposing the death penalty on drug pushers would not be 
in the nation’s interest. Musa complained that the real 
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drug barons in Nigeria are never caught and that when 
they are even arrested, which is rare, their identity is 
kep! secret and they are never brought to trial. He said 
the drug barons in Nigeria, “‘as in Colombia, are weaved 
into the ruling system and trying to destroy them would 
mean destroying the system.”’ He reasoned that the death 
penalty would not work because “those that would be 
caught and executed are not the barons who will still be 
around to finance other carriers. Carriers will always be 
available because of the level of poverty and insecurity in 
the country.”’ The former governor urged the military to 
learn from the failure of executions to stop armed 
robbery. “Has any big fish oeen caught at all, talk more 
of being dealt with in N.geria, apart from (George) 
lyamu?” he asked. “The situation is that the rich and 
powerful can commit any crime and get away with it.” 


Gbenga Abegunde, chairman of the Nigerian Bar Asso- 
ciation, NBA, in Kaduna State, shared the views of Musa 
that the barons would remain to keep the trade going 
even if the small fries are executed. Abegunde said the 
drug business operates in a syndicate, which is why most 
couriers caught give fake addresses and they never get in 
contact with the real baron. Umaru Kabirat, secretary of 
the defunct Peoples Solidarity Party, PSP, in Kaduna, 
also opposed the death penalty. He said it was the 
economic hardship that was fuelling the drug trade in 
Nigeria. he said the best the government could do about 
the drug trade was “to dig down and find out the drug 
barons and tell us their findings.” 


All those who spoke to NEWSWATCH feared that 
Nigeria might become a big drug market in future unless 
the government takes a decisive step to curb it. 
Colombia, where the drug lords have formed a parallel 
underground government, was a constant reference 
point. All over the world, the cocaine clans have shown 
that they are prepared to pay any price to reach their 
goal. They are totally ruthless and amoral. Colombia, 
among several other South American nations, has suf- 
fered the worst humiliations from the drug barons. 
There, Hernando Baquero Barda, a supreme court judge, 
was killed in 1986 on the order of the drug lords. Also 
killed were Jaime Ramirez Gomez, a police colonel, Lara 
Hugo Spadafora, a former state minister. Manuel 
Noriega, the Panamanian strongman was indicted in the 
United States for drug trafficking. 


The drug merchants are known to penetrate govern- 
ments. Arnaldo Ochoa, a major-general and top member 
of the ruling Communist Party in Cuba, was executed 
along with three others last July for masterminding a 
drug ring. In the Middle-East, especially Lebanon and 
Asia, drug barons are known to recruit their own private 
armies to guard and protect their vast plantations and 
processing factories for drugs. In Nigeria, too, an assis- 
tant inspector-general of police was once implicated in a 
drug case allegedly involving a member of the wealthy 
Dantata family. In April this year, Ademola Adegoke, a 
former senator from Oyo State in the Second Republic, 
was arrested in New York with 5,300 grammes of heroin. 
Another big fish who is in jail for drug trafficking is Billy 
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Eko, a former Nigeria Airways pilot who was also 
apprehended at the John F. kennedy International Air- 
port, New York. 


The swelling rank of the drug pushers make Nigerians 
apprehensive about the growing drug trade. Olubunmi 
Okogie, Catholic archbishop of Lagos, said that despite 
the possibility of this nightmare, death penalty was still 
an unjust punishment. “God is the author of life,” said 
Okogie. ““No human being has the right to take life. 
Death penalty is too much for that kind of offence, even 
for any kind of offence, including armed robbery.” 
Another clergyman, T.A.J. Oluwole of Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church, Ebute-Ero, Lagos, said he was satisfied 
with the present provision of imprisonment for drug 
pushers. He urged the government to educate the people 
about the dangers of drugs. Said he: “Our problem ts that 
we bring the law before we bring education.” 


Lai Olurode, lecturer, department of sociology, Univer- 
sity of Lagos, argued that there is no statistical data to 
back the belief that the upsurge in drug trafficking was 
due to the abolition of the death penalty on the crime. 
Olurode said armed robbery had continued to rise 
despite the execution of condemned robbers. “Look at 
Bendel State since Lawrence Anini. Anini’s punishment 
hasn’t reduced the crime rate in Bendel State. There 
must be something pushing these people to dare death.” 
He said the basis of the problem was the urge to amass 
wealth by all means. Said he: “These irug pushers are 
not different from those who pilfer aid embezzle gov- 
ernment fund. Those who ‘arrive’ vy means of embez- 
zlement can be held responsible for those who are 
pushed to trafficking in drugs. When all legitimate ave- 
nues for ‘arriving’ are closed, they resort to illegitimate 
means.” 


Clement Nwankwo, secretary, Civil Liberties Organisa- 
tion, CLO, said the attempt to re-introduce the death 
penalty for drug pushing was retrogressive. He said 35 
countries have abrogated the death penalty and many 
more were considering doing the same thing. Nwankwo 
said what was important in fighting crimes was not the 
weight of the punishment, but the ability to detect the 
crime. He warned that if the death penalty was re- 
introduced, only the small fries would be caught. “And 
then you're going to create a situation where the stakes 
become higher. If you know you're going to face death 
penalty, then you bring out more cash to induce more 


people.” 


Nwankwo said the provision of the law which stipulates 
that property of convicted drug dealers should be for- 
feited to the government should be enforced. Another 
way, he said, is to reduce corruption in government. Said 
he: “This is because drug trafficking is a reaction to the 
way a certain class of Nigerians live. Nigerian govern- 
ment officials do not hesitate to flaunt corruptly 
acquired wealth across the face of everybody. So, you can 
reduce corruption itself in government and reduce the 
way the corrupt officials flaunt their wealth.” 
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Bert Igwilo, a Lagos lawyer, argued that death penalty 
would not deter those on the drug trail because they were 
desperate and would rather take the chance. He said 
though Nigeria was just a transit camp for drug trade, it 
has a harsher sentence that the countries of Europe and 
America. Said he: “Even Nigerian pushers prefer to be 
caught abroad because penalties there are milder. Yet, 
we are even thinking of killing them. Even our present 
penalties are unduly harsh.” 


Olu Onagoruwa, a constitutional lawyer, said it would be 
“an unpardonable act” to introduce death penalty again 
for the offence of drug pushing. ““We have experimented 
it in the past and it hasn't succeeded. When it comes to 
taking human life, you must be very careful. If it is wrong 
for one person to take away the life of another and his 
conduct is categorised as murder, then the state has no 
better right..’ Onagoruwa argued further that “death 
penalty is contrary to penological development. The 
science of punishment is to rehabilitate not to destroy. 
One of the hallmarks of any society is the way it treats its 
criminals. Nigeria can’t count itself as civilised if the 
only remedy it has for its crimes is another crime— 
murder.” 


Onagoruwa said nations were moving away from capital 
punishment because of its finality. He cited the case of 
Bello versus the attorney-general of Oyo State. Bello won 
his appeal against the death sentence passed on him by 
the lower court but, before then, he had been executed. 
Said he: “With death penalty, there is no room for 
amends to be made once the sentence is carried out. To 
now resort to death penalty is an admission of failure by 
the government in the detection of crime. Government 
should not give the impression that this country is a 
blood-thirsty society. There are more serious crimes than 
drug peddling in Nigeria. For instance, corruption in 
government. In the case of a drug pusher, he brings in 
money. But those government functionaries who steal 
tax payers’ money are more dangerous because they take 
away our money. Therefore, if you must hang drug 
pushers, you must also hang those corrupt government 
functionaries.” 


Beko Ransome-Kuti, a Lagos physician and president of 
the Committee for the Defence of Human Rights, 
CDHR, condemned the contemplation of a return to the 
death penalty for drug pushers. ““We most emphatically 
reject, as unsound and most backward, the thinking that 
the practice of state orchestrated ritual murder is the key 
to solving the problems of drug abuse and the trade in 
drugs.” Ransome-Kuti argued in a signed statement. 
“This myopic and rather sadistic viewpoint fails to 
accord recognition to the social nature of the problem of 
drug addiction; how economic and social frustration 
forces more people into dependence on one substance or 
another and, therefore, upholding the trade in drugs. 
Most important is the fact that the real barons actually 
do not get involved in carrying drugs. They are assured 
of a SAP-induced ready-made over-supply of desperate 
young men and women.” 
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He said further that scientific studies had proved that the 
possibility of detection was a greater deterrent than 
severe punishment. Said he: “The goal of the govern- 
ment should be to attain a higher level of efficiency 
through the involvement of the masses in national secu- 
rity and crime control. The American society, bedeviled 
as it is with drug problems, does not kill users and 
traffickers of hard drugs. We don’t see the need for such 
a law in Nigeria.” 


Many Nigerian newspapers, immediately the minister of 
justice threw the debate open jumped into the arena, 
taking sides with the anti-death penalty lobby. The 
NATIONAL CONCORD, in its editorial November 23, 
described the security situation at Nigerian airports as 
“laughable.” It urged the government to find a way of 
arresting the drug barons behind the deadly trade. 
“There is the lingering suspicion that the death penalty 
mighi, in fact, be unnecessary if these gaping loopholes 
are plugged,’ the newspaper concluded. THE 
(GUARDIAN warned, October 4, that the firing squad 
would not solve the problem. What the drug menace calls 
for is greater vigilance on our ports, swift arrest and 
prosecution of offenders and a determined pursuit of the 
barons in the business,” the paper said. 


But a psychologist warned last week that Nigeria must 
make its choice carefully. Olakunle Odumosu, research 
fellow at the Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic 
Research, NISER, Ibadan, warned that Nigeria should 
put sentiments aside if it was necessary to impose the 
death penalty on drug pushers. “‘We should not wait till 
our own problem gets to the level of the United States,” 
warned Odumosu. “They waited too long and now their 
social problems are centred around drugs.’ Olugbemi 
Moloye, a sociologist at NISER, also warned that the 
penalty would noi matter so long as the social conditions 
that crated drug addiction persisted. 


Augustus Aikhomu, vice-admiral and chief of general 
staff, told media executives in Lagos last week that the 
issue was not high on government agenda. He said he 
was personally opposed to the death penalty and that he 
would prefer a more thorough screening methods at 
airports and more detailed investigations by anti-drug 
agents. Aikhomu said Nigerians should look for ways of 
curbing the dangerous traffic instead of talking of the 
kind of penalties, adding: “I would not like to see a 
situation where we dance forward and backwards.” 


* Paper Advocates Death Penalty for Drug Pushing 


340002924 Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 
27 Nov 89 p 1 


{Editorial: “Drug Trafficking”’] 


[Text] The Minister of Justice and the Attorney-General 
of the Federation, Prince Bola Ajibola hinted recently 
that the government was planning a seminar on the ever 
escalating scale of drug trafficking and its damaging 
effect on the country. The seminar could not have been 
more timely. Judging by the increasing role Nigeria is 
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assuming in the nefarious international drug trafficking 
trade, only a bold aind decisive action on the part of 
government would suffice to halt it. 


No day passes without some errant Nigerian courier 
being apprehended in some world capitals. According to 
a Study 65 percent of all heroin of 50 grammes in British 
airports in 1986 were from Nigeria and 20 percent of all 
heroin from South West Asia passes through Nigeria. 


Certainly one of the issues the seminar would examine is 
the nature of penalty to be imposed on offenders. We 
recall that this administration in 1986 promulgated a 
decree (No 20) abolishing death penalty for drug 
offences and substituted it, with life imprisonment for 
importers and 25 years for exporters of such drugs. 


The premise that informed that decision was faultless. 
The human rights policy which is one of the guiding 
principles of this administration would have meant 
nothing if it had not repealed the death sentence which 
the previous administration placed on drug offences. 
However, with the evidence of the alarming rate of drug 
trafficking, there is need for a rethink. This is necessary 
not only because of the humiliating searches innocent 
Nigerians undergo in foreign airports but also because of 
the inherent dangers such drugs constitute to the society. 


The fact remains, as shown by studies, that we have 
grown from a courier nation to one whose citizens have 
started abusing the drugs. There is now an increasing 
abuse of cocaine, heroin and other psychoactive sub- 
stances. In four psychiatric hospitals in 1988 it was 
found that drug induced psychoses accounted for 15 
percent of all admissions. More frightening however is 
the violence drug could inflict on the society. Colombia 
today 1s a case in point. There, drug barons are virtually 
holding the society to ransome. They have killed judges 
seeking to break drug rings and forced many to resign. 
We should not allow ours to get to this pass. 


The only way to ensure that is to re-enact the death 
penalty. Traditionally this newspaper does not approve 
of death except for offences that involve killing. Yet as 
we noted last year (December 5, 1988) we have been 
forced to reassess our position. Without any doubt, drug 
pushing has become as dangerous to our society as armed 
robbery. 


* Army Urged To Weed Out ‘Undesirable Elements’ 


34000292B Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
18 Dec 89 p 26 


[Article by Ebhohon Ikhurionan: “Soldiers Asked To 
Police Themselves”’] 


[Text] Army Chief of Staff, Lt Gen Sani Abacha, at the 
week-end in Lagos gave special assignment to every 
serving soldier in the Nigerian Army. 
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He asked everyone of them to constitute himself into a 
policemen and fish out “undesirable elements,” whose 
activities give a bad name to that arm of the country’s 
armed forces. 


Lt Gen Abacha gave the charge when he addressed 
soldiers drawn from the five divisions and Training 
Doctrine (TRADOC) at the Nigerian Army end-of-year 
party-WASA-West Africa Social Activity) held at the 
Armed Forces Resettlement Centre, Oshodi. 


“I am not happy each time I hear about service person- 
nel’s involvement in armed robbery, smuggling and 
other anti-social activities,” he added. 


Apparently worried because of the damaging effect of 
such vices on the morale of the troops, Lt Gen Abacha 
categorically asked the Regimental Sergeant Mayors 
(RSMs), chief custodians of discipline in the Armed 
Forces and Senior Non-Commissioned Officers 
(SNCOs) to ensure a better discipline next year. 


His words: “We must all be ready to fish out and report 
those few bad elements among us who tarnish and 
destroy our collective image either as a unit, formation, 
the Nigerian army on the nation.” 


Lt Gen Abacha decried the situation in which undesir- 
able elements still exist in the service, saying, this is 
unfortunate as the army is not the place for undesirable 
elements. 


He, however, praised the soldiers who, under the harsh 
economic environment, had remained desciplined and 
devoted to duty, saying that discipline was the bedrock 
of the military calling which must be their watchword all 
the time. 


Lt Gen Abacha, clad in light blue Guinea brocade and 
surrounded by other army top shots also spoke about the 
service responsibilities during the transition periods. 


According to him, what was required of army personnel 
at the crucial period was maturity, discipline, loyalty and 
dedication to military duties and tasks to ensure 
progress, peace and stability of the nation. 


On welfare, Lt Gen Abacha said that he had recently 
approved the promotion of soldiers who were expected 
to be decorated soon. He added that barrack accommo- 
dation had already been provided for soldiers at Jaji, 
Zaria, Kano, Akure and Minna cantonments. 


Earlier, Army Garrison Headquarters Commander, 
Brigadier Rabiu Aliyu, had commended the foresight of 
the organisers of the celebrations. 


* Lukman Discusses Oil Shortage, Exploration 


34000292C Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
19 Dec 89 p 24 


[Interview with Rilwanu Lukman, oil minister, by Idang 
Alibi and Ndu Ughamadu] 
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[Text] [DAILY TIMES} NNPC [Nigerian National 
Petroleum Company] is negotiating for equity participa- 
tion in some overseas refineries. How many are there? 
And why is it necessary” 


{Lukman] Equity participation in overseas refineries is, 
to a large extent, new to Nigeria. But, many member 
countries of the Organisation of Peiroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) have been using this strategy as an 
instrument for marketing their crude oil in the interna- 
tional market. These OPEC member countries include 
Kuwait and Venezuela. In our case, we are negotiating 
for equity participation ranging between 10 and 50 
percent in about |2 overseas refineries. But many OPEC 
countries not only buy controlling shares in some over- 
seas refineries, United States, Europe among others, they 
also buy complete refineries in these regions. 


Unfortunately, we cannot afford to buy complete refin- 
eries. The reason is that we do not have the money for 
now. And the best option is to have participating 
interest, 10, 15, 20 or 50 percent depending on the size of 
the refinery. 


This is important because many of the refiners do not 
have crude oil of their own. Once they secure equity 
partners that produce crude oil, they will be buying their 
oil. This is the philosophy behind what the NNPC is 
doing—equity participation in overseas refineries. 


We have negotiated with a number of organisations who 
have refineries and who have actually been lifting our oi! 
for equity participation in their refineries. 


In future, all the crude oil we will sell in the international 
market may go through this kind of arrangement, to 
those refineries which we partly own. 


Such an arrangement will save us from market insta- 
bility. 't will enable us [to] carry out good planning and 
market forecast, know accurately how much revenue we 
are going to derive from crude oil sale at a given period. 


[DAILY TIMES] The fourth refinery at Eleme, Port Har- 
court is export-oriented. What measures have you taken to 
make the products from the refinery competitive? 


{Lukman] The Nigerian National Petroleum Corpora- 
tion, NNPC, has made a proposal to the government, to 
among other things, make Bonny River/termina! an 
export free zone. This, to a large extent will make the 
refinery products competitive. The government is still 
considering this proposal. 


Besides, the idea is when all the four refineries in the 
country are operating at their full installed capacities. 
there will be a surplus of 100,000 barrels of oil products 
equivalent to export. And the only way to export this and 
compete favourably is to adopt an export free zone. This 
is because the money to be earned will be in hard 
currency. 
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[DAILY TIMES] We do experience shortage of petro- 
leum products in the country. Do we really have strategic 
oil reserves that ought to have contained this problem” 


{[Lukman] It is good for any country to build strategic 
reserves. In Nigeria, we have extra storage facilities in 
the refineries. We have the depois. However, we are 
limited to how much of our oil we can take and consume 
at home. We cannot take an unlimited quantity, because 
to us, we need to export oil to survive as an economic 
entity. The government allowed us 250,000-270,000 
barrels per day for domestic consumption. This has been 
increased to 300,000 barrels per day to provide for 
strategic reserves. The demand for petroleum products 1s 
high here especially given the very low prevailing prices 
of the products. As a country, the consumption ts 
growing everyday. Unless we deliberately restrain the 
consumption, one will be talking about consumption of 
about 500,000 barrels per day very soon and will have 
very litile left for export, unless we want to go in that 
unfortunate situation, we must strain ourselves. 


Building higher strategic reserves is possible, but you 
cannot really talk about building reserves when the tanks 
are empty and we give 300,000 barrels to the local 
refinery and consumption still out strips this. 


Thus when we had a break down in the refineries due to 
accident and fire, we found that the reserves got depleted 
very rapidly because we are consuming so much. People 
don’t realise how big this country 1s. If you look at the 
whole of West Africa, all of West Africa put together, 
they do not consume one quarter of what we consume 
here. 


[DAILY TIMES] Private investors were invited to par- 
ticipate in the second phase of the petrochemical 
projects. How many of such investors have shown 
interest? 


{Lukman] Well the Nigerian private investors are more 
interested in the down stream side of the petrochemical 
industry, especially in plastics. This 1s because the 
investment there 1s small and you can realise your profits 
more quickly. 


The three plants that constitute the phase one, of the 
petrochemical project in Nigeria located in Warri and 
Kaduna are not producing as expected. This is because of 
the problems the associated refineries have been having. 
These refineries, Warri and Kaduna, supply major feed 
stocks, raw materials, to these petrochemical plants for 
the production of carbon black (raw materials for tyres), 
polypropylene (raw materials for plastics) and linear 
alkyl benzene at Kaduna (raw materials for detergents). 


We are in the last phase of negotiating for the financing 
of the second phase of the petrochemical project, Eleme. 
Port Harcourt. The project will cost about | billion 
dollars. The private investors may be invited to partici- 
pate in the development stage of the phase two project. 
What we are doing now, is making sure that NNPC is 
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having 100 percesit shares. We will, later, offer whatever 
percentage the government may decide for the private 
sector. 


However, NNPC may probably stick itself to exclusively 
doing the major petrochemical plant and allowing the 
downstream for the private sector. 


A third phase of the petrochemical project is coming out 
after the second phase. 


{DAILY TIMES] Is exploration activities still going on 
in the Chad basin? What package is in place to increase 
Nigeria’s oil reserves? 


{Lukman] Exploration is still going on in Chad. What we 
are doing now is of course appraising the data we 
gathered from the exploration activities. We have done a 
certain amount of stock-taking. Already there is an 
impression that too much money is being spent in the 
Chad. How much does it cost to find oil and for how long 
does it take to /ind oil? Sometimes you can explore from 
10 to 20 years and spend millions and millions of dollars 
without finding anything. So people should not start 
counting, say we have spent N50 million or so and we 
have found nothing. 


OPEC as a group, for example, will need 30 to 50 billion 
dollars of investment in order to increase the supply of 
oil to the market by 10 million barrels per day from what 
we are doing now. So if you look at that, $30 to $50 
billion just to improve its production to 10 million 
barrels per day and to improve its productive capacity, 
then you understand more what I am saying. 


For us. we want to go from 16 to 20 billion barrels in the 
ground. That is, 25 percent increase of reserves. We want 
to go from 2 million barrels per day to 2.5 million barrels 
per day which is another 25 percent increase and we have 
calculated that depending on how long we take over it, 
we need about 12 to 14 billion dollars over a period of 
time. 


Now the danger 1s, if you do not do this, by 1995, if for 
instance we keep spending exactly what we are spending 
now, without investing more in the production and 
development of oil wells among others we will be able to 
produce 1.3 million barrels per day by 1995. That will be 
the limit of our capability and our reserves would have 
gone down considerably. 


Senegal 


* Unions Not Opposed to Antiworker Legislation 


341900374 Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
20 Oct 89 p 7 


{Commentary by Abdou Sow: “Impasse’’] 


[Text] An examination of the draft laws amending labor 
legislation in depth and in a negative way gave socialist 
members of parliament an opportunity to display a sense 
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of humor, a gift not expected of them. Madia Diop, the 
leader of the CNTS [National Confederation of Sene- 
galese Workers], joined in with his morsel of courage, 
saying, “You may kill us, International Monetary Fund, 
but you will not dishonor us.” The response to this 
comment, provided by Djibo Ka, was equally brilliant. 
After setting out the geographical and political advan- 
tages of Senegal, he commented bitterly that it was 
necessary to sacrifice workers “of the future.” A remark 
in the style of Corneille and very well interpreted! And 
all of those who attended this byplay at the National 
Assembly or who followed the repeat broadcast on radio 
and television were convinced that this country was the 
“unfortunate object of unjust rigidity.” 


The remarks of Madia Diop had something of excite- 
ment about them, as they involved, in fact, a spectacular, 
controlled skid aimed at two objectives: first, to con- 
vince public opinion of the freedom to maneuver of the 
CNTS within the Socialist Party [PS] and, in passing, of 
the spirit of democracy within the PS; then, to take over 
the legitimate answer that the opposition was necessarily 
going to present against these draft bills and to 
strengthen himself with the language of indignation. It 
must be recognized that the old trade union leader 
performed his role with talent and conviction. We regret 
only a few of the comments, weak and without imagina- 
tion, of certain members of parliament who clearly were 
not up to the spirit and tone of the theatrical perfor- 
mance. These were of the type of, “You should not try to 
give us a bad conscience.” However, apart from these 
discordant elements the presentation was perfectly 
successful. 


Unfortunately for the authors of this tragicomedy the 
consequences of the approval of these laws create real 
dangers for the future of this country. This is because the 
removal of protection from the workers that marked the 
establishment of a primitive form of capitalism will 
leave Senegal at the mercy of all of the bandits of high 
finance who roam around in the fragile economies of 
Third World countries. Already, thanks to the com- 
plicity of the authorities, we are seeing a return in force 
of French businessmen, particularly in the banking 
sector. Light industry and agro-business reportedly will 
not be long in welcoming the new arrivals. In the context 
of the single European market of 1993, former colonial 
powers will recall the good impressions left in their one 
time colonies in order to have a rear base—an old 
habit—or move out all of their industries, which are no 
longer competitive in the context of the EEC. Therefore, 
the laws confiscating all of the achievements of the 
workers in terms of job security represent a real process 
of recolonization. 


This possibility is going to mark a deep change in the 
strategies of the leadership of the opposition parties. 
Already the PIT [Party for Independence and Labor], 
which had already made good use of the insecure situa- 
tion on our borders in order to come closer to the 
government—suggesting the formation of a national 
union government against the threat from abroad—has 
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now been required to take a more radical stance. It is 
clear that, although other political groups were tempted 
to fall into line with it, they will have to change their 
minds. Discontent and fear weigh too heavily among the 
people to permit a politician seeking popular support to 
amuse himself at this precise moment by drawing closer 
to an administration, which has decided to turn over the 
reins of power to international financial institutions. 


This feeling of threat is further exacerbated by the 
announcement made by the government of voluntary 
retirements from the civil service. It is feared that, in the 
absence of a sufficient number of such voluntary retire- 
ments, other volunteers will purely and simply be “des- 
ignated.” Now the situation affecting a civil service 
employee, although it has never assured him of making a 
fortune—at least at the medium and lower levels—even 
so had something positive in it since it ensured job 
security. The current reasoning of many workers and 
trade union organizations is that if this bastion should 
fall, it will ruin all hope of making the government listen 
to reason. Who can anticipate the fighting tactics of 
desperate people who see their lives destroyed as a result 
of extremely questionable choices made by the govern- 
ment? We have a bizarre impression that it is Abdou 
Diouf himself who is engaged in driving the last stake 
into the SOPI [members of the PDS}. 


The law on political parties, which also marks a retreat in 
the democratic evolution of the country—and which was 
approved without any theatrical gestures by the deputies 
of the CNTS—is another factor aggravating the risks of 
social eruptions. We forget too ofien that outside the 
PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party] the principal oppo- 
sition parties have a long tradition of clandestine activity 
behind them. These clandestine networks are still intact. 
as well as the habits for living in an “illegal” way. They 
could still be useful if the threat should emerge of a 
prohibition on the activity of this or that party by the 
Ministry of the Interior, which could interpret broadly 
the new powers given to it. The return to clandestine 
existence would mean the disappearance of the currently 
existing possibilities for a dialogue, the loss of control 
over the activities of these parties, and, unmistakably, a 
recourse to harsh repression and arbitrary behavior to 
drive out the opposition. The often tragic history of the 
original PAI [African Independence Party] is quite 
instructive on the methods and the zeal displayed by 
certain Senegalese secret services, which wrote the 
darkest pages in the political evolution of our country. 


And then we should comment that the present, political 
climate generated by the violent actions that the govern- 
ment arranged to have adopted by parliament is not of 
such nature as to encourage the entry of masses of 
investors. No one knows when or how, but everyone 
knows, on the other hand, that serious trouble could 
break out. Financiers always want the money that they 
invest to bring them large profits. Now a climate of social 
tension is rot the proper atmosphere for the growth of 
capital. There is a strange paradox in the story of the 
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laborer who, in seeking to make his land fertile, put all of 
his fertilizer on it and made it sterile! 


There is also this other contradiction in the action taken 
by the government. At a time when it asks its people to 
make sacrifices, it obstinately refuses to raise questions 
about its style of living and that of its supporters. Is it not 
time to preach by example by reducing the number of 
government ministries and those who make money in 
the bureau of the National Assembly? Is it not time to 
consider and to reduce indemnities, premiums, and 
other benefits so generously distributed to the higher 
ranks of the bureaucracy? And above all a country which, 
according to the chief of state, must “meet its chal- 
lenges,’ must be careful to place in senior positions men 
and women chosen from among the most meritorious 
and the most competent sons and daughters of the 
nation. If we see certain ministers in place and think of 
others who have done their jobs, we have the impression 
that a macabre farce is being played on the Senegalese 
political checkerboard. 


* Amnesty International Report on Torture Cases 


34190037B Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
20 Oct 89 pp 8-9 


[Interview with Franca Sciuto, chief of the Amnesty 
International delegation visiting Senegal, by Tidiane 
Kasse; date and place not given; first three paragraphs 
are WAL FADJRI editorial comment] 


[Text] The Baba Ndiaye affair in 1983, horrible descrip- 
tions of the tortures suffered by detainees from Casa- 
mance at the time of their trial in 1985, and the Malang 
Gasama affair during the martial law period in 1988. 
These are three points of reference, no doubt selected 
from among other incidents that could be covered up in 
jail, by the silence of a family, or by a cemetery. These 
incidents cast a somber _! over the state of emergency 
proclaimed in Senegal. ice 14982 people have died 
under torture or as a result of it. They died in a rather 
systematic way, according to Amnesty International, too 
much so for these events to be considered isolated 
incidents. 


To emphasize this fact, a memorandum was sent by 
Amnesty to the Senegalese Govern.nent in May 1989 
covering essentially the cases of torture reported in the 
Casamance area. And from 13 to 26 October a delega- 
tion from Amnesty, led by Franca Sciuto, will visit our 
country to discuss with the government these incidents 
and other matters relating to the protection of civil 
rights. 


The Amnesty International memorandum may be pub- 
lished in the near future or not, depending on the results 
obtained by the Amnesty delegation in the course of this 
visit. Meanwhile, we reviewed the situation with Franca 
Sciuto regarding a visit that is far from ordinary. 


{WAL FADJRI] In a country like Senegal, which claims 
to be a model in terms of respect for civil rights in Africa, 
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a visit by Amnesty International, which has made over- 
whelming accusations, is no doubt a real event. 


[Sciuto] Among the 132 countries in the world that have 
attracted the attention of Amnesty International Senegal 
has always been a part of our area of observation. 
Clearly, there are times when the situations in certain 
countries are flagrant and it is necessary to intervene 
immediately. In any case, we have a working method 
under which any country, even if it is not going through 
a period of trouble, remains under surveillance by 
Amnesty, through a “watching brief.” 


Therefore, in our view, our coming to Senegal is not a 
special event in any way. We simply considered that it 
was time to come here to bring us up to date here 
regarding certain realities. And what must be empha- 
sized is that the Senegaleae Government has been very 
open with Amnesty International and has always 
answered our questions. Observers from Amnesty Inter- 
national have been able to travel freely, to attend the 
1985 trial of the people of Casamance seeking indepen- 
dence, and so forth. In this sense the government knew 
very well that we were looking at Senegal, as at many 
other countries. 


[WAL FADJRI] You said that the time had come for you 
to visit Senegal. Is this visit part of a specific program or 
is it due to some sense of urgency resulting from a 
troublesome situation? 


[Sciuto] You know, Amnesty International is not an 
institution that pounces on the news to jump quickly 
into a situation. We take the time to check the facts, to 
study them and determine how reliable they are, to carry 
out investigations, etc. Therefore, if we have come here 
at this time, it is because we have completed a certain 
amount of work that reflects our own observations and 
the testimony of witnesses concerning an entire period of 
troubles from 1982 to 1988. Upon completion of this 
work, we realized that these were noi simply isolated 
incidents but were a part of something more systematic. 


It is true that the Senegalese Government plays a certain 
role in the international arena. It has ratified interna- 
tional conventions, such as the one against torture, 
which imposes very clear obligations on it. It calls itself 
a state of laws and evidently does not have an institu- 
tional policy of using torture. However, there are many 
states that describe themselves in this way but in which 
torture or ill treatment are carried out by individuals. 
And it is necessary to put an end to that, also. If a 
government is serious about this subject, it can deal with 
it effectively by carefully looking at what is going on and 
by strengthening the necessary preventive and corrective 
measures. 


[WAL FADJRI] So the reasons that led you to come to 
Senegal are related to the practice of torture? 


[Sciuto] In May we sent to the government a |3-page 
memorandum on torture in Senegal, particularly in the 
Casamance area, which was inflicted on people there 
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one to obtain its 
we were invited to 


between 1982 and 1988. This 
views on this subject. It was then | 
come to discuss the matter direct! 


{WAL FADJRI] Who are the officials whom you met 
and what answers did they provide regarding the inci- 
dents that you mentioned to them? 


{Sciuto] We were abie to see the ministers of the Armed 
Forces, Justice. the Interior, and of the presidency. 
(Editor's Note: no doubt this was because at least the 
Gendarmerie was implicated in the death of Malang 
Gassama, who died following ill treatment inflicted in 
the course of a security sweep during the period of the 
emergency in 1988.) We also met with the president and 
vice president, as well as the president of the parliamen- 
tary group representing the majority in the National 
Assembly. 


In the conversations that we have had we have not been 
able as yet to find any reasons for satisfaction. Satisfac- 
tion for Amnesty International will only be justified 
when effective measures are taken and torture is no 
longer being used. We are here to consider actions taken 
and not words, even though we give the proper weight to 
words and we can say that we have had some construc- 
tive meetings. We have made recommendations and are 
waiting to see how they will be applied. 


[WAL FADJRI] Beyond meeting with government 
authorities, have you planned to conduct inquiries on 
the ground? 


[Sciuto] We will meet with all persons likely to provide 
information to us in the course of our mission. These will 
include members of the lawyers’ association, members of 
parliament and leaders of the opposition, and the jour- 
nalists’ association. Regarding an inquiry on the ground, 
we will go to Casamance. However, I must say that the 
memorandum, which we presented to the government, 
was already the result of an inquiry on the ground carried 
out over the past few years. 


[WAL FADJRI} Could you speak in some detail about 
this memorandum? 


[Sciuto] It has not yet been made public. Let us say that 
certain facts refer to matters that have been published in 
different annual reports of Amnesty International. And 
this is a memorandum worthy of reliance with solid 
information that has been verified and confirmed 
regarding the use of torture and mistreatment, death 
from torture in certain brigades of the Gendarmerie, and 
death from torture, as we confirmed at Le Dantec 
Hospital. 


It is astonishing to note that 112 countries in the world 
are practicing torture in this 20th century, whereas it 1s 
not legal in their own constitutions. Given the frequency 
with which these incidents of torture occur, this 1s no 
longer a matter of isolated incidents. One incident 1s an 
accident, something exceptional. However, the informa- 
tion that we have available regarding Senegal concerns 
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numerous cases and provides evidence of a practice 
during the period referred to, from 1982 to 1988. And we 
hope that this visit will put an end to these practices. 


[WAL FADJRI]] If a classification were to be made of the 
countries practicing torture, where would you place 
Senegal with regard to the practices referred to? 


[Sciuto] We try never to prepare any kind of list, either 
“white” or “black,” or to make comparisons. First, we 
have not had equal access to all countries to collect our 
information. Then, such a list could lead to a whole series 
of political manipulations. We are not here to judge 
countries but to remind them of their commitments. 


{WAL FADJRI] The cases of torture often involve the 
security forces. However, do you think that a better 
judicial system would also help in avoiding such incidents? 


{Sciuto] (Very hesitantly) You know, well. Your judicial 
system is one that you, as Senegalese, should respect. 
Well, I do not wish to express views on this system, but 
it certainly functions. The problem is not the language 
used to establish this system but how it is applied. Well. 
Finally, this is not an easy question to answer. 


[WAL FADJRI] In the meetings that you pla: to have 
with opposition leaders, do you intend to discuss the 
political situation with them? 


{Sciuto] The violations of human rights always take place 
in a given political context, and it is clear that we are 
working with a political dynamic. Our concerns involve 
the rights to free expression, not to be tortured, to have 
a fair trial, etc. However, the political situation as such 
does not concern us. We do not express an opinion on it. 


[\VAL FADJRI] Apart from torture you, therefore, do 
not plan to talk about other subjects? 


[Sciuto] As a separate question we certamly have the 
matter of the abolition of the death sentence. We have a 
world campaign under way, and since 1967 Senegal is a 
country that has not inflicted capital punishment, 
although such a punishment exists in the law. Therefore, 
this situation provides a framework in which an effort to 
sensitize public opinion might lead to the abolition of the 
death penalty. 


{WAL FADJRI] And the incidents that have taken place 
in the crisis between Senegal and Mauritania? 


[Sciuto] We will not raise them. This is a subject on 
which we continue to do research, and we prefer to wait 
until conclusions have been drawn before referring the 
matter to the authorities concerned. 


[WAL FADJRI] Your visit has not attracted much 
attention in the Senegalese media. No doubt that con- 
firms that you have come with something that will annoy 
the authorities. 
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[Sciuto] We are a delegation that would not accept major 
attention at the time of its arrival. Amnesty Interna- 
tional has the habit of working in a more discreet way. In 
any case, we issued a statement to the Senegalese press 
explaining the reasons for our mission. Why hasn't the 
state media paid attention to that statement? You should 
ask your colleagues about that. 


Extract From the Amnesty International Report of 1987 
on Senegal 


Among the 105 persons tried in 1985 for alleged partic- 
ipation in the violent incidents that took place in Casa- 
mance (see our Annual Report for 1986), 33 were sen- 
tenced in January 1987 to prison terms ranging from 2 
years to life. However, in one case the sentence was 
suspended. An observer from Amnesty International 
attended part of the trial. Several of the accused report- 
edly were mistreated or tortured after their arrest, but 
the authorities have not begun an official enquiry on 
these allegations. A delegate from Amnesty Internationai 
who went to Senegal before the trial was able to observe 
scars on the bodies of the detainees corroborating their 
statements. In October 1987 the minister of justice 
observed that these scars could have been caused at the 
time of clashes with the police when they were arrested. 
However, all of the accused who met with the delegate 
from Amnesty International stated that they were mis- 
treated or roughed up when they were in the custody of 
the Gendarmerie. 


* Opposition Fails To Reject Electoral Law 


341900264 Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
12 Oct 89 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Ibrahima Fall: “Opposition Dissociates Itself; 
Guilty Wait-and-See Posture™’] 


[Text] The violent controversy over bills aimed at flexi- 
bility in employment, neverth. ‘ess, has obscured pre- 
cisely during this special session of Parliament the cap- 
ital importance of the consideration of bills relating to 
the recasting of the Electoral Code and the revision, in a 
repressive vein, of the law governing political parties. 


Not even those deputies who are quick to voice an 
opinion at every turn in order to appear on television 
realize what the real issues are in these political reforms 
that they positively and unanimously ratified. Proof of 
this is the fact that only one deputy spoke when Bill 
10-89, which modifies Law 81-17 of 6 May 1981 con- 
cerning political parties, was under consideration. But 
Mr Momar Lo did not get up on the podium to denounce 
the drift toward authoritarianism that risks compro- 
musing for a long time to come any chance of a dialogue 
of consensus. No doubt cheered up by the absence of his 
PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party] colleagues who were 
boycotting that second special session, the young PS 
[Socialist Party} deputy got up on the podium to vio- 
lently denounce the opposition and its “backslides.” 
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After the failure of the national round-table discussion, 
President Abdou Diouf announced that basic laws were 
to be drafted, composed with the assistance of all Sene- 
galese who made suggestions and who were to make the 
democratic process as he saw 11 irreversible. Rendered 
imperative by the fiercely unyielding division of the 
country into two camps, this broad national dialogue 
unfortunately did not take place. The government's bills 
were submitted to the National Assembly without the 
parties’ views being considered. If it had not been for the 
holding of the French-speaking nations summit confer- 
ence and the threats of demonstrations made by the 
PDS, the LD-MPT [Democratic League-Movement for 
the Labor Party], and the PIT [Party for Independence 
and Labor], formerly united in the SOPI [members of the 
PDS} alliance, these bills would have gone through [the 
Assembly] like a letter through the mail since April. 
Their sudden withdrawal, favored by the Senegalese- 
Mauritian conflict that emerged on the domestic scene at 
the instigation of an apparently united national front. 
was to be taken advantage of to demand the opposition’s 
point of view. Nothing of the sort was done and, true to 
its reputation of being a rubber-stamp body. the 
Assembly simply voted on the original bills during its 
session of last 4 October. 


While the modification of the Constitution with refer- 
ence to the Electoral Code involved 13 articles, the 
changes in the legislative section of the code affected 
some 20 articles. That demonstrates a posteriori that the 
criticisms leveled by the opposition and broad nonpar- 
tisan democratic sectors at the 1982 Code were scarcely 
of cryptopersonal origin, even though Balla Moussa 
Daffe’s report, delivered in a hilarious style, did not fail 
to sharply criticize certain “unrealistic proposals for 
revisions because they display contempt for our political 
tradition, our mode of administrative organization, and 
our sociocultural values.” As if, for an aspiration as 
widely shared as the demand for liberty and democracy, 
the blacks should have insisted on an “endogenous” 
reinterpretation of those great universal movements to 
whose full development they have contributed through 
the illustration presented by the dialectic diptych: 
oppression-resistance. 


Major structural changes have, therefore, been intro- 
duced into the (unilateral) “charter” that organizes pop- 
ular elections and sets the guidelines for the rotation [of 
power], a major virtue that activates representative 
democracy. A noteworthy radical caange has been made 
with respect to the basis on which vowing 1s conducted in 
parliamentary elections. Propo: .onal representation for 
department tickets for the 120 available seats is pre- 
ferred to the binary formula of a national proportional 
vote for 60 deputies and a majority vote for the other 60. 
In spite of the fact that Mr Daffe said that this reform 
“constitutes a new milestone on the road to the perme- 
ation [of our society] by democracy,” no informed 
observer is fooled by it; this change is noticeably attrib- 
utable to President Diouf’s determination to settle the 
problem of the national ticket, the refuge of the “barons” 
and other potentates who really represent no one. 
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As for voter identification, a positive step has been taken 
since from now on the voter must offer proof of his 
identity when he registers to vote. This identification is 
now required in the communes: “Whereas this will apply 
to the rural communes when more widespread distribu- 
tion of identity cards permits.” As a reminder, the reader 
should know that only 247,205 national identity cards 
have beend ‘uted for a voting population of over 1.8 
million indiv. als. Unfortunately, in rural areas the 
local inhabitants can continue to vote as often as they 
want since the government has not retained elementary 
guarantees of detection [of fraud] like indelible ink on 
the index finger. 


The status quo has also been of current interest with 
regard to the central question of party representation 
throughout the electoral process. It is the Supreme Court 
and the administration that will continue to be the 
masters of the situation since the government has cate- 
gorically excluded the creation of some sort of national 
electoral commission, demanded by an overwhelming 
fringe of the opposition, just as it is still firmly opposed 
to the organization of elections by elected representa- 
tives (the usual practice in the Western democracies), to 
the great displeasure of members of Parliament and 
mayors Mamadou Diop and Mbaye Jacques Diop who 
have ostensibly chosen to go and preach in the desert. 


As for access to the media, the old status quo so often 
denounced by the opposition and the democratic seg- 
ments of the population has been maintained. During 
the election campaign, radio and television time will 
continue to be divided into two rigorously equal parts: 
one for the majority parties (actually, the PS) and the 
other for those in the opposition. This is a discrimina- 
tory and unfair arrangement that is all the more suspect 
and inexplicable inasmuch as the Code prohibits coali- 
tions. Within this framework, how can we have parties of 
the majority and parties of the opposition? The “ew 
Code is silent on lowering the voting age, which con- 
tinues to be 21, whereas the penal age, on the one hand, 
is 18 and the chief of state, on the other, constantly 
asserts that he will conduct his second 5-year term under 
the sign of the youth of the nation. Young people have 
been the subject of many initiatives, but one of their 
most [socially] aware factions has been excluded from 
the process of political choice. The same silence is 
obligatory with regard to the use of the polling booth, 
which has been made optional, whereas the Constitution 
guarantees the secrecy of the voting process. 


As for Bill 10-89, which modifies Law 81-17 of 6 May 
1981 governing political parties, it is of greater concern 
in another way. With this new law, a Damoclean sword 
will hang over the heads of the parties (read: the oppo- 
sition). Essentially repressive in its consequences, the 
modifications introduced into the “liberal” and “protec- 
tive” 1981 law essentially pertain to the conditions 
required for the dissolution of political parties which, 
according to the law, are, “in addition to failure to 
comply with their obligations to declare and officially 
file documents and information on funding through 
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subsidies received from abroad, applications based on 
articles of incorporation not accepted by the minister of 
interior.” In plain language, the survival of a party may 
depend entirely on the mood of an interior minister who 
does not agree with changes in the provisions of the 
articles that he simply does noi understand. This is the 
last straw, and, just think—this reform was presented in 
the national daily newspaper as a substitute for the 
Charter for Democracy, which in essence 1s being nego- 
tiated! This law introduces certain clarifications con- 
cerning parties access 10 ORTS [Senegalese Radio and 
Television Office] (LE SOLEIL is still paradoxically and 
illegally excluded from the state-run media), superflu- 
ously stating that certain highpoints in the life of a party, 
like legal demonstrations, press communiques, parlia- 
mentary sessions, not to mention “political broadcasts,” 
might be covered. As if journalists, competent and 
well-informed professionals, could not, following the 
imprescriptible rules of freedom and responsibility (the 
regulatory factor contingent on it), themselves define the 
rules of the game! All things considered, this law that 
crops up in a so-called context of “total democracy” 
refers us to the sad memories of the arbitrary dissolu- 
tions of the PAI [African Independence Party] in 1960 
and the BMS [Bloc of the Senegalese Masses] in 1963. 


In scrutinizing these laws that are going to considerably 
modify our country’s institutional landscape, the govern- 
ment has certainly sinned through an excess of coldness and 
conservatism, but the opposition as a whole is not exempt— 
far from it—from justifiable criticism. This opposition, 
particularly the former SOPI alliance, which became con- 
spicuous in April because of its determination and pugna- 
crousness, to such an extent that it induced the government 
to postpone consideration of controversial laws, is evidently 
fainthearted and lacking in initiative. Whereas the PDS 
chose, to say the least, the risky tactic of boycotting the 
parliamentary session, the other parties, significant as well 
as folkloris.:c, took refuge in a guilty wait-and-see posture 
that forebodes an assuredly uncertain future for a demo- 
cratic process which, after all, in its early days had chosen a 
quest for excellence to the detriment of a cult of mediocrity. 
What a pity! 


* LD-MPT Criticizes Labor, Election Laws 


34190026C Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
12 Oct 89 p 3 


{Article by H. BA: “LD-MPT Press Conference: Con- 
frontation Guaranteed” ] 


[Text] The Democratic League-Movement for the Labor 
Party (LD-MPT) is getting ready for a confrontation with 
the government together with the PDS [Senegalese Dem- 
ocratic Party] and all the parties involved in this fight. Its 
secretary general, Mr Abdoulaye Bathily, released this 
information at a press conference he gave at Le Relais on 
Tuesday. Mr Bathily is convinced: In passing new laws for 
the Electoral Code and the Investment Code, the “Collin- 
Diouf” duo is attacking the “domestic front,” thus taking 
advantage of the lull produced by the patriotic sentiment 
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generated in the crisis with our neighbors. Involving mod- 
ification of the Electoral Code, the leader of the LD-MPT 
described it as a “new coup ‘etat” directed against the 
opposition. Not only has the government ignored the chief 
demands of the opposition parties (voter identification, 
secret ballot, equality as regards the media, etc.), but, 
according to Mr Bathily, it has added other, more anti- 
democratic provisions, like the threat that hangs over any 
party presumed to have received subsidies from abroad. 
Only, the politicai leader said, if we had to apply a clause 
like this one, the PS [Socialist Party] would be dissolved 
immediately, “the PS, which is funded directly and indi- 
rectly by the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, Lebanese 
groups, and other foreign organizations or associations!” 
Better yet, when the government refused to settle the 
question of voter identification, the PS required its mem- 
bers to present identity cards at the time each of their 
coordinating organs was renewed. Other provisions con- 
tained in the laws were severely criticized by the Marxist 
leader: the option accorded the minister of interior of 
suspending or censoring political leaders’ statements, the 
latitude granted the Supreme Court to invalidate the PV 
[expansion unknown], the even more unfair allocation of 
radio and television time, the duration of the election 
campaign, etc. 


And Abdoulaye Bathily underlined the fact that, “actually, 
the PS doesn't need an election campaign because it makes 
constant use and abuse of the state-run media.” The 
deferment of municipal taxes is interpreted by the LD- 
MPT as a maneuver by the government, whose “rank and 
file is being ravaged by a mass disaffection of its members” 
and that wants to gain time between now and a year from 
now. Isn't this contempt for the Constitution, abuse of 
power? Mr Bathily wondered. As he sees it, Abdou Diouf 
and Jean Collin want to prevent at any cost any political 
rotation [of power] in Senegal. According to the LD-MPT 
leader, the modifications of the Investment Code are part 
of an ultraliberal plan dictated by the IMF and the World 
Bank and aimed at destruction of the economic fabric and 
nullification of the social gains of the workers. This 
threatens the “workers movement's most costly achieve- 
ment in 50 years.” The passage of these laws, now referred 
to by political leaders as the “infamous laws of October,” 
marks the “darkest episode in the history of the Senegalese 
legislature.” 


Basing itself on this assessment, the LD-MPT is getting 
ready for a tougher fight against the government since, in 
Mr Bathily’s estimation, “this confrontation we are now 
facing 1s inevitable.” 


* Deficiencies in New Electoral Law Noted 


34190026D Dakar PRESS DE DAKAR in French 
6 Oct &Y pp 4-5 


{Article by Dias: “Electoral Code and Political Parties: 
No Significant Progress”’] 


[Excerpt] Under the provisions cf Bill 10/85 the govern- 
ment will essentially retain the option of dissolving a 
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political party by decree under certain circumstances, 
among which, when “...without modifying its articles of 
incorporation, a political party...through its general 
activities or public adoption of positions on issues...” 
disregards its obligations of respect for the Constitution 
or its statutory commitment. 


To translate this into French, let's say, for example, that, 
if party X declares that it wants to gain power through 
peaceful, legal means even though electoral fraud is 
obvious, it does not have the right to oppose “organized 
robbery,” nor to under any circumstances appeal [por- 
tion missing] doesn’t it leave itself open to a decree to 
intervene? 


Therefore, this matter must be reconsidered and a dia- 
loy we must be entered into to enable us to bring about a 
“Charter for Democracy.” If this is not done, some 
parties might defy the law, be dissolved, go underground, 
with all the regressive actions and excesses this will incur 
and that no one will be able to control. It will be a spiral 
of political trials that leads nowhere. 


T4is law is a wasted effort, just as those enacted as a 
result of Bills 11/89 and 12/89 pertaining to modifica- 
tion of the Electoral Code are. 


The public demonstrations in the wake of the monstrou 
electoral fraud committed in February 1988 succeeded 
in convincing everyone of the need for modifying the 
Electoral Code in a way that would prevent fraud and 
thus violent public protest. 


Since the failure of the “round-table ae and 
other attempts at rapprochement, the content of the bills 
submitted to the National Assembly leads us to think 
that the government wants to do something, cost what it 
may. 


Now, proposals already exist, like the one developed by 
the PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party] in a blue fascicle 
published in late March 1986 titled “Senegal: Institu- 
tionalized Electoral Fraud.” 


Even without consulting the meaningful opposition, the 
authors of the bills might have been inspired by this 
document to turn out a modification aimed at democracy. 
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People especially expected that cards would be distrib- 
uted before the campaign, the absolute identification of 
the voter, the secret ballot, but also that there would be 
assessors from the competing parties as members of the 
voting offices, that these same parties would be repre- 
sented on the census committees, that there would be a 
fair allocation of radio and television time and a 
Supreme Court that only has jurisdiction over matters in 
dispute, but is not judge and litigant. [as published] 
[passage omitted] 


One wonders whether the Marxist PIT [Party for Inde- 
pendence and Labor], which pretends to be centrist 
(general activities, adoption of public stances), will not 
soon be dissolved by decree. 


According to the other significant provision (articles), 
“regularly constituted political parties shall have access 
to Senegalese Radio and Television Office (ORTS) radio 
and television time....” It would be a good idea to change 
the ORTS name and then the law would be applicable 
right away. 


But, seriously, did we need a law for the parties to have 
access to the state-run media” 


Actually, from the point of view of its content, on the 
whole, the bill is based on the “Charter for Democracy” 
as the idea for it had been advanced by the opposition, 
particularly the PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party]. 


But that is where it misfired, for the charter would have 
constituted a code of conduct to which the parties would 
have adhered, whereas this law 1s going to be imposed 
leaving the government with all the power to act as it 
wishes, by possibly dissolving a party or restricting the 
access of opposition parties to the state-run media. 
[passage omitted] 


With regard to this voter identification issue, why did 
they not retain the principle of indelible ink on the left 
in<tex finger for those areas where possession of identity 
papers might pose a problem” 


Furthermore, how do peasants draw money from the 
bank at the present time” 


To tell the truth, the door is wide open to fraud. It is 
practically the status quo. 
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